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The “ubsComittee on Brailie Claases consisted of the followings 


Robert Be Irwin, Exeoutive Direoter 
éme rican Foundetion for the Hlind, GHATRMAR 


Alan 8. Blokburn, Director of Social Welfare, 
New York Agsociation for the Blind 

(aoe Se Sarpor, Director, Hureau of Services 
for the Blind, Now York State Department of 
Seekal Velfare 


George Fe Meyer, Chief Exeoutive Officer, 
New Jerzey Commiacion for the Blind 


The members of the subesos:ittee found themselves umble te do 
@ll the detailed work required for thie study, and accordingly 
arrangements were mace to bring “es Josephine Lippa of the Cleveland 
braille classes md “ise Aathern fs Gruber of the “Snneapolis braille 
classes to aceist in the educational eurveys Arrangements were aleo 
made for Miles Evelyn Ce Neiay, Soolel Research Seoretary of the 
Amerioan founietion for the lind, to work on certein phases of the 
atudye Dre Gabriel Farrell, iirector of Perking Institution, and 
‘Dire Pe Ce Potts, fornerly Superintendent of the Idaho Scheel for tho 
Deaf and Blind, and now Aselstant Director of the American Foundation 
for the Blind, aleo visited the claeseée Wiese tarriet EK, Totman, 
Visiting foneher in Charge of braille Classes in Cleveland, Ohio, was 
congulted on verious recommendations, ae was re John 3, Curtis of 
Chiengo, first dayeaohool teacher of elaceee for the blind, in the 
United Shategs 
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| AM. the moubers of thie etudy group reported the most cordial 
| reception on the pert of tho elaseroom teachers. In spite of their 
many duties, the tenshere gave generously of their time to answer 
questions and digouse problems, and the warmest tharke of the Side 
Committee are due jokin for their covoperation. In general the 
pane warm reception was experiereed at the hands of the principals 
of the schools visited, although in one er two instencea their 
attitude was one of resignation rather onan weleom, whieh 1a per« 
haps qiite understandable in view of the numerous visitore and 
investigators wher they must receive 1a the course of a yoat's 

At the of toe of the Inepeotor of braille Claeses, however, 
the tory was quite different. The Jotin: Inapootor, Mise Matermick, 
sheomed little al apoe itd on to dieousa problese and couched her replies 
to questions in the bricfest possible fora, giving no more information 
than was necesearye Her agsictant, tho was «already acquainted wi th 
tome of the observers, appearad to ve more willing to give full ine 
forsation ami to enter into the epirit of the inquiry, bet was appare 
ently partially prevented from doing a by the poliey of the offices 

i% was, of coureo, unfortunate that the etudy had to be mde 
 @uming the period when the Inepector, who be been in charge of these 
classes ior many years, wae on sabvatical leave, and that «t ne 
point was it possible to discuss the study with hers 

In one instance, the lack of ceseperation from the inepector's 
office was partioularly notLocahles ‘hen the observers requested 
pornd selon to study the eye records of the pupile enrelled in braille 
Slasset, the doting inapeotor etated that such records were kept in 


wad EIN ory 62 arts i ute OE a0 Se hacadia ions 
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the andi vidual eohoolse Bpon Ging ui ey inthe seheole, the observers 
were told that the reeords were in the Inepecter"es of flee. fventually 
 phobestatic eoples of the eye reports wore seaured through the of fice 
of the President of the Board of dueation. Later it was learned 
through an outelde souree that more complete eye reoorda wore on 
file in the Sard of Health Clinics, which no one in the Inspector's 
office had nen Loned abv alle 

by thie experience ani other lese impartart episodes, the obe 
servers wore made acutely aware of the atworphere of suspicion and 
defensivensss whieh seems to characterise some of the adainiatrative 
effiews of the public school system. forturately, the pupile do 
not appoar to be affeeted by it, mt it sannet be conducive to 
eliciting the best efforta of the classroom teachers. 
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mmondstions comerning the elaeses for the 
blind are euumitted for the consi ierstion of the Zaurd of Hducations 
fome of them may be effected sega ately without creat expense, effort, 
or immonvend end. | Chnewe ave ef gioh a nebure that the tine involved 
may be considerable before tho objective is attained. The reeammer 
are followed by page numbers which indieate the portion of the general 
 Peport in which the gubject mtter is treated more in debe le 


dations 


wtions are based upon practical wore iderations and 
upon what the Comittee believes should be the best procedures in the 
publie achoo! Glasses fer the blind throughout the countrys 


MAJOR RECOM ABLATIONS INVOLVING 
ADMINISTHATIVE AND PIRANG TAL COME IDERAT IONE 


nt be reorganised to provide for 


de That the personnel of the departne: 
the followings : 


@e A gupervieer of alasses for the blind responsible te 
the Inapeotor, who ghall devote hie or her full tine 
to giving leaderehinp to the teachers, te developing 
the progrom, and to carrying the administrative duties 
fe the ¢ brat lle alasses, ae voll as te develop a proe 

las” training fer the temebing . 

staffs gf 10) 


be One Visiting Teacher for each fifty vraille pupile, 
euch gerviee to be rewponsible for the adjustment: 
- @f the whole ehild and to interpret the ssheol to 
the fonily and the social adjustment of the ehild 
to the classroom teachers (ps 14616) 
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Ge An aseictant to the siaher for the blind whe shall 
 devete his or her full time te brallle trangoribings 
This would release the tine of the highere 
salerieéd teachers te do mach needed work 
which they must sow neglegte (pe 17) 


de At least one wollequalified mele teacher eanpetent . 
to teach music by meme of drallle notation, wie 
will ide the neceseary leadership in adjusting 
the b. and ehild to the mueie imetruction of the 
general curriculua end furnish mpeootal inetrueti on 
in musie vhere this nay be rogireds {pe 60) 


@ That only auch teachers as are rated ae di etinetly 
euperior in their field of teaching be invited to 
enter an application for a license to teach in the 
Classes for the Slinds In addition, that the Soard 
of Kéusation give wide publicity to moh vacancies 
end epeninge as might exiet within the departmuert 
in order to eneourage outebending teachera through 
out the country to fle applications for the ox= 
eninmation for the Micenseas, (ps 22) 


Ze That the digtribution of gredes be reorganized ae follows, 


Ge The grade range of the clenentmry schoole to be 
limited te the kindergarten through the elath, 
guch enroliment to bo watched so as not te 
overburden the olase with «rade divisions(pe 44) 


be Two Junior high echeol classes to se eatablishedeu 
one in Brooklyn and one in Manhattans (pe 44) 


@e Senior high school pupile (10th, lith, 12th grades) 
to be renoved from the speoial centers od inte+ 
greted into the high echools in thelr reapeative 
dietriete of the eity with proper reader and mpere 
visery services (pe 44) 


Ge State relations to be amended to permit a minimax 
of geven puplle in « center without forfeiting 
| state fincneial agaletensee (pe 44) 
Se That the lighting and equipment of the braille classes be improved 
ae followas 


@e Standards of Lichting for baille elaeses should be 
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equivalent to those for sightesaving elaeses in 
order that those ehildren with som vision may 
be a a pi meestoens and protected in ite 
uses (pe 4 


be The eqipment of braille oloases showld be cheeked - 
amd brought pi to at least me stemlarda as 
Listede (pe 40) , 
4 That adelnictrative eoeporation be afforded in affeoting and 
supplemental somdations that follow, which in large spagure rest 


With the present head of the braille elassese | 


THE ALZINISTRAT ION OF BRAILLE CLASSES 


ADMINISTRATIVE ARD TRAGHING PERSOBNEL 


le The all the braille teachers be required te take specific courses 
, spt coy Pack gdllerpe-al alae" pala Mt taaaetediunaad 
ainieeia at least every Sefear periods (pe 21) 


2. That opportunities by mde whereby the teachers may vielt other 
Glasses for the blind, ané that the teachers be reqired to take advantage 
of such opportunitiess (pe 21) 


Se That the braille teachers be required to hold regalar licenses eo 
that, from time to time, they may be ape reans to go back inte the 
regular teaching field for a yoare (pe 21) 


&e That no teacher be axpocted to acoept aight conservation students in 
their roons unlees svoh etulente are definite transferrals to the brailie _ 
lasses, euch transfervalea to be with the approval of the Inepestors (pe 25) 


Se That under no eonditiens shall the braille teacher be respom ible 
for cardiac or disciplimry cases tho are net because of their oye condition 
eligible for admission to the braille elaese (pe 26) 


Ge That the Seard of Mducation assume “as setup tana sd Bremner that 
every blind ehild in Hew York City reeeives the type of and 

education best suited te his needa, ach a Foor hg - be dine 
eovered ‘through the seplication of clintesl services, metingsa, health, 
social, md paychologionl requirenontes (ps 29) 
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7 That the census of the Kew York Comieceion for the Sling and 
the sorvices of the echool] attendance officers be utilised to 

pry omey ty ames list of elithe bliad ehildren in few York. 
Citys (pe 29 


8S, That the Board of Uducation, through the office af the emg ar 
of Classes for the Slind, acsume responsibility for 

gage etudy of each blind ehild brought to ite ry acre ly 
and that the ig wag of the Sureau of Onila G@uidanee be utilised 
inthie reapeste (ps 


Go That the Board of Sducation appoint an Advigory Coanittes | 
te adviae the Inapeetor of Classes for the Dlindin the assign« 
mont of pupils to braille olesses, The membership of euch a. 
committee should include a reprecentative of the Inepeotor of 
Clasees for the Blind and might include a representative of 
each of the residential eehoole for the blind to whieh Kew 
York City ohikven might be senty an oprthnimelociet from the 
Soani of Uealth, and « representative ef the Stote Department 
of Miveations (ps 30) 


10. That thie Somittes ageiet the lnepeater of Clasess for the 
Blind in the assigmnent of biind children te public seheo) 
Glasses for the blind, such assignment te be based on the 
aforesaid ones studye (pe 36) 


RECORDS 


Ue That the etanderd form for Physician's Report of Kye Exame 
 dmation (designed by the Comuittee on Statisties of the e Blind) 

be adopted fer uee in place of the prerent referral cardg, and 
that all eye examination reports be reviewed by the superviing 
ophthalnologiet to a sure letensas wed undformity before 
they leave the olinia« (pe 32 82) 


12» That a uniferm owmlative record systen be ertabliehed, reo 
eorde to bo on file at the certral office and readily available 
to those qualified to irterpret the entdea, quch entries to ine 
olnier 
Ge Cumulative acadenie revord 
be Cumletive health record 
te Cumletive eye reeords with followeup ex 
waine tions with mcessury notations on the 
eye work of thovce having useful wee 
Se Payehological tect revord 
@q Aghievenert test resord 
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tf; Summry rebinge on personality and adjustaentes 
of the child mtered eneh tora by the classe 
room teacher 

ge Summary of contacte by the vielting teacher 

lhe Notes on ohild's worticipation im extras 
mrriouler sctivities, prises won, etes (pe 33) 


13. That the rooord folder of each ohild contein full mrrative ree 
porta by the vielting ener: end all correspondence relating to the 
childs (pe $3) 


‘Ma That the present emall earde (eye report earde and social secera 

earda) be diavardéed in faver of forma and folders O2"xL1", eich 

forme to be crawn up by someone experienced in designing gush 
blenkese (pe 33) 


PHYSICAL PLANT 


AGe That the olags for the blind at Peds 16 Bronx, be soved nearer 
the esuter of populations (pe 34) 


és That the foard of idusation continue the commendable sbeahink 
of looxting only one braille olase to a buildings (pe $4) 


i?s That definite etepe be taken to secure pmo pees and undere 
standing cooperation on the part of a echo) : pal before 
loeating @ braille class within hie er her | caine vty 85) 


THE COURSE OF STULz 


«Ube That especial atteckion be wives to the adaptation and routine 
application of stendard achlevasent testa to the blind childs (pe 67) 


i%e That matheade af teaching roading, writing, and arithnetia be 
revieed in the licht af more recent educational thought, That the 
rate of progroan through the warious graces of braille preeeed upon 
wa individual besia, auoh progress to bo cheeked by the aduinl a= 
trative offiee ewry half year through standardised achievenext 
teete in reading and that, in so far as possible, cauesa for ree 
tardation be diagnesed and reusdial measurea be takens (pe 55) 


205 That typewriting be taught to all braille paral As cg 
sethaia ag arly as the 4th grade, and that progress be cheoked 
by the administration every half years (pe S060) 


21. That miniaum standards fn tho mastery of tooled the blind 
(braille reading, writing, ond typewriting) be attaimd by the 
timo a student ics ready to enter Junior S4gh Sehnool. That where 


aa eh 
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woh ie net the esse, on extra semester of work in the mastery 
ef these teole be inserted before the child entere duntor High 
Seheol, It i¢ understood that adventitious cases should attain 
thie shinies curriculum in whatever grade they enroll aa they 
enters (pe 60) 


22, That the blind pupil participation in the physical odminion 
progres of the Hew York cehoode be promoted to the fullest exe 
vente In addition, that individual vases requiring corrective 
phyatical education be the preblen of the visiting teacher who 
Will secure the propor medical and paycheloegical | sooperation 
4a the individual sorreetive progrems (pe 61) 


88 Tmt the handwork in elementary achoole continue to be 
extensive te develop manual #k4i1] since acutenese of touch, 
precision, end manual dexterity are pertioularly important for 
the blinds That the eaphasie upon thie phase of work be in 
inverse proportion te the ancunt of qality of pre«seheol 
training ef the blind childs (pe G5~i4) 


24o Thet eagh blind ehild he required to take musieal education 
given te all students in the New York Public “ohocle, from — 
kindergarten through the high sohoole “tre thie is not 

feasible, that a substitute course of equivalent or superior 
eeorit be civen inthe braille classes. That the elective 

work in musie offered in the regular echool be as avaliable 

to the bling ohild as te the seeing child. In addition, that 
individual musical instruction be given by a eyoocial music 
teacher to those etudernts for whom it may be o real agsete (pe 60) 


250 That the development of the p reenality and the social 
training of a blind ehiid be considered a definite part of 
the seheol training of a blind child fren the kimiergarten 
‘through high sohools in partioular, that blind children be 
obliged to enroll in eush persomality development courses 

or related ones ae are offered by the dapyiond sohoole (pe 62) 


VOCATIONAL ADJUSTMENT 


260 Theat at least one of the visiting teachere (preferably 
the one avelgned to tho high schools) have epeoial training 
im the principles of voontional guidances (pe 66) 


27 That thie vieiting teacher work in cloee se#operation with 
the placement acentea of the agencies for the adult blind, some 
bining her knowledge of the student and their mnenareey. of 
vooational oppertunitiese (pe 66) 
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= BB- That provision be made for reviewing the voustionel situation 
of each high school student at lenet once a year, particularly 
thoee about to graduate or to leave school without graduating, 
aush periodie reviews to aim at helping each student to ey 
@ well considered plan for hie vocational adjustments (pe Of 


29. That so far as poesible the facilities for vooatd onal 
training of the seeing be utilised for vwoati onal training of 
the blind, imoluding the publie echeoloourses in avtomebile 
opohanies, bookkeeping, olestricalwork, farming, gardening, 
general office wrk (with modification) merohandising, needle 
trades, nursery ag pay wtenography ( with adaptation) 
and wood workings (pe 67) 


80, That special emphaeia be placed upon suoh cour see as will 

enable a student to diseever hie special abilities, to acquire 
a Wide background of general knowledge, and to develop a per 
sonality aeseptable te the industrial worlds (ps. 67) 


Sle That the schooland the phoenent agensy maintain « Joint 
responeibllity for the etudent throughout hie period of 
woostional adjfuctmert, the eaiool agsuning the majorrespone 
 gibility in the earlier period and gradually deereseing this 
until, wien the student is ready for hie firgt requler job, 
the placement agency takes full 2p mantrids 3 ond the #ohool 
withdrawa from the pietures (pe 87) : 


Soe That the older pupils be encouraged to dispense with guide 
gervice and that the abiiity to cet about witheut a guide de - 
considered a definite part of the eesoel training of « blind 
@hbide (pe 68) 


S30 That the render service be revised te include the following: 
te Seleotion of readers from outwtanding eeholare 
ship etucents preferably in the last two terme 
of high sahoole (pe 63) 
be Tosting of readers for epeed, comprehension, 
a@iotion, and quality of voleee (pe 6) 
« Payment of readers on «a minimum baeie of 252 
@ olook hours (pe 69) 
de Exteneion of paid reader service into the ssh 
ohildts home wherever necesa in the act 
of the braille aapean de (pe 69 


S4_ That the astivities of the craduates of the braille olasces 
be studied from time to time to determine the effectivencea of 
the various phases of the day sehool surrievlune (pe 70) 
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REPORT OF THE STUDY OF THE CLASSES FOR THE BLIND 
IN THE NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS |. 


INTRODUCTION 


The Educational Pattern of the Blind in the United States to the Year 1900 

When the formal education of blind children was inaucurated in the 
United States (1829-31), the public school system was in ite infancy. It 
had not become cenerally accepted by the public that it was the duty of 
the State to provide suitable eduestion for all children according te 
their respective capacities, and even if such a concert had existed, 
facilities for ite execution were lacking. The private boarding school 
played an important part in the educational system of the day, partly bee 
cause of this lack of universal educational provisions, and partly bee 
cause of the sparsity of the population and the difficulties of travel in 
pre-railread dayse 

it is therefore not surprising that the first efforts at the education 
ef blind children took the form of a private institution, for such was 
the normal educational pattern of the times 

in addition, it must be remembered that equipment fer the instruction 
of the blind wae almoct entirely lackinge Although the braille system had 
been invented (1629), it had not yet been accepted ag an instrvetional 
mediva in any school for the blinds ‘uch books se were available for the 
blind were in some form of line types Dre Samuel Ge Howe, the first director 
of Perkins Institution, had te provide his ow presses for embossing and 
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printing all books used in that school. Other early schools for the 
Shand $0RRnued: ait, ccd Stiere’mab little Ickerdiauge af dabosset 
literature among then. 

Deviees for the teaching of arithmetic, geography, ete. were eitier 
non-existent or in the early experimental stagese Each school provided 
what it could for its own pupils, and every such article of equipment 
had to be made by sig 3 | 

_ Hyon when the dot system: took the place of line type, with conse- 
quent incresse in the speed and cheapness of eabossing, the schiaue 
which developed asong the advocates of ite various adaptations--Inglish 
Braille, Arerican urdlle, ami New York fointe-operated to hinder the 
Aevelepnent of equipment and the production of literature for more than 
ahh o euubeiv ? 

‘The establishment of the American Printing House for the 8lind in 
1868, and the firet Federal appropriations Sor tnsitn tae Abe vecag: bind 
in 1879, helped to remedy the eituetion, but even ae late as 1633, ine 
struction at the Leryland Sehook for the Slind and doubtless in other 
Seekiiuttens wae carried on by the aa method since few embossed text~ 
beoks vere available. : ou 

In the fifty years following the founding of Perkins Institution 
(1831-1821), the picture of public education in the United Stetes had 
completely changed. ‘Public elementary achools had nine up in every 
park of the country, end public educstion was gecerally recognised as a 
major function ef the States As a result the private schools had 
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dwindled in importance and in comparative numbers. Inaproved transportation 
facilities and the rapid inerease in population contributed to this trend. 
By 1850 the public school system was generally recognized as the normal 
educational pattern of the mation, and only the exeeptional child«-except- 
fonal by reason of the wealth of his parente or by his ow problems of 
health, mente] retardation, or lack of seoial adjustnent--was sent away 
from home te attend « boarding schools 

The education of the tlind, however, had not kept pace with these 
Ag the needs of blind 


changes in the educations] pattern of the count: 
children for special nethodse of instrustion became recornised, statee 
supported echeole for the blinc were established in almest every ctate, 
but all on the boarding school pattern.* This may have been partly due 
to the fast that there has always been a section of the public which ree 
garded blind children as “defectives” and preper objects of charity, and 
te cei intsiith & boarding echool for the blind aseumed the aspecta of a 
charitable er parentel institution inectead of an educational inetitution-- 
a cormmept which has not yet been entirely obliterated. Doubtless the lag 
in the development ef the educations] pattern for the blind was due te 
another factor, windy, the dearth of equipment and text~books, and the 
still experimental nature of the work, which made it impractical to keep 
Gia teil With Saaligidy Wieeeidikd palate OF Cn seca, 


“fhe State institutions fer the blind were established between the years 
1829 and 1912, the last one being established in 4risonma. ‘The following 
states do not heave institutions for the young blinds District ef Columbia, 
Delaware, Yaine, Hevada, New Hampshire, hew Jersey, Khode island, VYernont, 
end Yiyomings These states, however, have contractual arrangements with 
neighboring states for the instruction ef their pupils in the residential 
schools maintained by the lattere 
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"Im 1892, hevever, Mr. Frank Hall invented the Hall Graille Uriter, 
@ mechanical device by which breille could be written far more rapidly 
than with a stylus and with much less effort. The effect of thie ine 
vention on the facility with which mterial could ve transerived for 
clase room use is readily apparente ‘The next year the fall Stereotyper 
appeared=-a devices similar to the braille writer, but fashioned so sube 
- gtavtdally that it eould be used for embossing metal plates from which 
in turn numerous copies could be made on paper merely by running ¢ 


through a presse ‘ince up to this time the printing of braille books 
had been cone from movable type, eet by hand, the Hall Ste: 


about an immediate revolution in methods of braille printing comparable 
to that saused by the intreduetion of the mechanieal typesetting machine 
in the ink-printing field. 

Wath these varied stimuli, and with the tend 


gard the education of every child in his own district as a part of wise 
public policy, it can easily be seon that the instruction of blind children 
was nore free to follow the normal educational trends of the nations Only 


a few years were necessary to overcome the humpering leek of mech 
equipment end to increase greatly the supply of breille textebeoks go 


In 1900 the first public school olasses for blind children (comeonly 
‘Jmewn as braille classes) were opened in the Chicago City schools. These 
lasses were established through the efforte of urs frank Hall, Superin 
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of the Illinoie “tate Sehool for the Blind in Jaeksonvilles At that tine 
| Shack tis: cievanedh en Sigh Ss betabticn a seoond institution for the 
3 blind in the State of Illincis--one that would be more easily acsessible 
to the many blind children from the City ef Chicaco. With unusual fere- 
Sight Mr. Hall guided this « citation for a second institution teward the 
Gubebiikiment of duj-oeheel elassess Be enqrented 40 thw Cidengs 
societies interested in she prouction of the welfare of the blind that 
the phuenbion oF Une blind should proceed with the least possible departure 
from the best methods used fer the secinge is suggestion set with oo- 
_ eperation and ultimately resulted in the passage of enabling legisletion 

| $hat permitted the larger sunicipalities of the State te establish and 
maintain day e¢heol classes for the blind. Mrs John 3. Curtia*, able blind 
ehiantny. was placed in charge of these day-sohool classes in Chicago. Te 
him the publics esheol classes for the blind owe a debt of gratitude fer his 
funtementel coneepts and sound judguents in correlating this infant moves 
ment with the normal educational pattern of the day. 

For five years “hieago wae the only sity in the United States which 
offered day school edusation to its blind pupile. Then in 1905, Cincinnati 
established classes followed in 1907 by “ilwaukee, and in 1909 by Cleve- 
land end New York. Other large sities <u established classes since 
then, and now we have braille dey-echool classes in 26 cities in the 
‘United Stetese On the whole, progress in this direction was not as rapid 
and continueues as might have beon expected. The education of the blind had 


"ure Curtis, now retired from active duty, served as a distinguished cone 
sultant on the recommendations in thie surveys 
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been so long delayed in following the trend toward the public school plan 
that in the minds of els persons the thier Ringwantion had come to be reo 
garded as the normal educations] procedure for blind childrens “oreover, 
in spite of the great increase in books and equipment, it was net yet 
possible to arrange satisfactory day school instruction for blind children 
in isolated commnities or in emaller cities without whet seemed pro- 
hibitive expense. “hile the public would countenance a heavy per capita 
cost of education of the blind in residential schools, it was still dise 
posed to look upon public school education of the blind as an additiomi 
eost instead of the distinct economy that it really ise The boarding® 
sohool, therefore, has contimed to play an important part in the edu-= 
cation of blind childrens 

It is generally agreed that there will always probably be a place 
for the boarding school as an educational fecility for the blind child 
who for various reasons cannot readily edjust to day-echool conditions, 
‘2 end also for the blind ohild living in the rural communities. 


rk City 


Establishment of Day-Sehool Classes for the Blind in New Yo 
Spe Beard of Réwoation of tie City of Kew York darkly recognised the 

@ayescheo! pattern in the education of the blinds A transcript from the 

Mimrtes of the Soard of Superintendents as of May 14, 1906 (See Appendix p.80=-85) 

reveals the manner in which the braille classes were establiched in the 

public schools of the city. 4t that time a Committee on Elementary Schools 

subaitted a proposal reletive to the education of blind children, the 

opening paragraph of which is as follows: “If the State and the oity are 
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under obligation to provide an edvestion for all children capable of 
receiving intellectual improvement, as ie generally agreed, they are 
certainly umier obligation to afford blind children the education they 
need." The Comittee then proceeded te define the type of education 
needed by blind children as the kind that followed the normal educational 
pattern for all ehildrene Consequently they recomended the eseducation 
ef the blind and the seeing in the public schools. They supperted this 
major recommendation by showing that besides being the normal procedure, 
it was educational ena secial economy for the State in two ways: Pirat, 
pet capita cost of educating the blind sould be reduced by about two 
thirds. Second, per capita cost of the State's responsibility for the 
adult blind could be considerably reduced if such adult blind were 
conditioned when they were children to the seeing world ae it actually 
exists, and in which they must eventually Lives This reasonable pro« 
posal reselwed the consideration of the Board of Superintendentas Age a 
result, four classes for the inetruction of blind chiléven in the 
elementary day echoole of lew York city were established in 1909. 

In the thirty years since that time the number of classes has crown 
from four to iis Much has happened to general public education in 
thet span of years. There has been decided improvement and enlargenent 
ef the curriculum. Special services, euch as visiting teachers, voca- 
tional eounsellore, child guicance eliniss, improved health programa, 
etce, have been added, all of which operate to study the child as a 
whole and to make for better chosktiou’ and heat adjustuente Purthe« 
more, educatere have come to recognise that the so-called nermal child 


“Af he exists constitutes but a small port of the school populations 
‘Byery pupil tends to wary from the normal, and it ie generally recognised 
that the sehsol syetem should be so flexible as to adjust iteelf te the 
special needs of cach child whe varies more or less from the norme The 
 day-school Olagnee fer the blind have been a part of thie progress in 
susie educations There ie obviously an appreciation of this fact by 
the present Board of “ducation. ‘So it is not strange that this year 
that Board should wish to know how extensively and how adequately its 
services to the physically handicapped are paralleling the educational 
trend of the days 


PRESEST STATUS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL CLASSES FOR THE BLIND IN BEW YORK CITY 


The following survey of the present | educational proxzram an the New 

| York City public echool classes for the blind is based upen an analysis 

and appraisal of the work as presented in the braille olasces of Peis 1é, 

Bronxy PeS, 59, Manhattang PS. 77, Queensg Ped. 93, Brooklyng PeSe 157, 
| ercekiyns PeSe 201, Brooklyng and in the Bushwick, Evander Childs, and 
the Hadleigh igh Schools. It is a presentation of the facts as founds 
Throughout the eurvey there hae been an appresiation of the fact that 
for thirty years the New York Seard of Education has accepted the day= 
echeol plen as the method of educating its blind pupile, and that this 
study is one of appraising the present werk in that light, and not one 
of compari son with residential schoolée Consequently the facts and 
recommendations are based upon the dayeechool method of approach, and 
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an effort has been meade to confine them to that field. This ie in no 
gense @ manual to be placed in the hands of the teachers. An effort 
has been made to tell why certain recomendations ane desirable, but 
how the methods of classroom procedure, application of equipment, 
analysis of the various adaptations, etee, are to be carried out is 
subject matter for a manual proper. ‘Such a manual should follew this 
kind of a studys 
The Administration 
Supervision « The administration of the 9 public scheol clasess 
for the blind in New Yerk City is carried on by the same staff that 
administers the 102 sight conservation classes. This staff consists of 
1 Inspecter of Classes for the Blind 
1 Teacher assigned to the adainistration 
2 full-time and 1 part~time visiting teachers 
1 printer for the blind 
eiwinkie the shines: “Stor the blind” does not really mean that the 
work of pare designated etaff members is exclusively fer the blind be- 
— sause they serve the needs of some 1,900 pupils in the New York piteioling 
only 96 of whem are, properly speaking, blind. These sight conservation 
and blind pupils ere scattered throuchout the city in some lll differmt 
olasses and in perhaps almost as rany different schools. The seattering of 
the classes over such a large area and the highly specialised character 
of both sight conservation and braille Yactynekion and equipment make it 
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physieally imposeible for one person to <ive anything but the most general 
kind of supervisory attention to the needs of the teachers in the class« 
rotme Judging from eix replies to the questionnaire sent ovt, an averace 
of five annual individual conferences with the Inspector are licted by 
the tencheres One teacher states that individual conferences with the 
inspector have been “by letter” onlys There seens to be m general opinion 
among the teachers that their needs are fairly well met by thie Muited 
number of ¢ontactes with the Inspeetors. However, it is an interesting 
paradox that these same teachers list among their croatest preblens* 
those that are really not amenable to solution by the elassroon teacher, 
but more distinotly subject to attack through adminietrative channeles 
This assumption by teachers of duties clearly beyond their province ine 
disates that the adnini stration of the clasece for the blind ise not too 
olearly defined. It would seem that-an average of five individual con= 
ferences per year with eaeh braille teacher ie all too limited in view of 
the mitiplicity of probleme each teacher has to faces Then too, the 108 
eight conservation teachers surely must make equal demande upon the sere 
vices of the Inspeoter. Obviously it is too heavy a load for one persons 
Henge 14 is recommended that the supervision of the elasses for the blind 
be placed in the hande of an assistant euperviser responsible to the 
Inspector of Classes for the Blind, who will devote hie or her full tine 
to administration and to development of professional leadership in the 
fielde | 


“these problema are ligted under the duties of the cleceroom teachers 
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In making @ strong recommendation for adequate supervision of the 
classes for the blind, it is suggested that the Board -of igueation take 
sogniganee of the precedent established when the first classes for the 
blind were formed in New York City in 1909. To ake fees tn teen 
which wae presented at that time--"Saneone thoroughly fasiliar with tle 
work of the blind should be chosen as inspector of the classes for the 
blind. ‘The work of supervision ic important es the work met be closely 
wateheds" (See Appendix). The importance of this supervision eamot 
be overestimated. In this connection it is worthwhile reflecting upon 
some statements written by Sr. George Fs. Seyer who has had many yeare 
of active supervision in the field of the educetion of the blind in the 
public school system. lr. Neyer writes: | 


"Even in the simplest aspeots of sightesaving and braille 
inetruetion, the building principal finds 1% pressible to 
give only the most general supervisory attention. Certain 
inctructional services such as music, rhytha work, mammal 
training end vocational cuidence, are supplied through the 
eentral office and require continuous planning and direction 
for their satiafactory functioning. Likewise, text materiais 
end specialized equipusnt of «ll types mist de plemmed and 
prepared with definite knowledge of the use that is to be 
made of them in instruction, and must be shifted from point 
to point as need for thea arises. Only to the central 
office oan the teacher turn for especial sesistance in solve 
ing ailtypes of probdlene that materially affect her worke 


"fhe modern public schoolsystem has developed « highly cone 
tralized budgetary controls well administered sightesaving 
and braille clagses must give teachers ready access to 
highly specialized euppliece anc equipment such as maps, 
braille and sight<caving class booke, mieical instruments, 
Glear type and brellle misic, victrola records, and other 
especial devices, ac well as a complete system of eshool ro- 
cords « these require for their proper interpretation and 
eontinued renewal, adequate and effecti~w administrative 
ekili = 
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"Such serviess as contacts with doctors, nurses, parents, 
as well as principais and teachers outside the classes, 
with pertinent probless, contacts with social agencies, 
and with the home problems of pupils « all theee require 
lmowledge of teaching problems in the classes thouselives, 
ee eee S RPMRR REE EY ee Pe Serene SO ene Ve eee 
each inatancgs 


“Phe work of following through new referrals in iteelf is 
no amall task end frequently requires unueval tact and skill 


os to convines interested parties of the need for sight con- 


servation or certain aspects of braille trainings 
“The nuaber of children who are blind er who have defective 


 "pision is too emali, their problems too veried, and teo . 


different from those in general education and the methods. . 
and equipment fer their instruction too nighly specialized 
to commani any considerable sustained interest on the part 
of experts in general educations. 


"If sight-eaving and braille work is to reoeive ita just 
share of educational stimalue and leadership to keep pace 
with modern edusation, it must have concentrated upon its 
problems as they arise, administrativedill and ebility 
ecmparable to that which the principel, the supervigor, 
end the research worker, bestew on the problems of gene 
eral educations 


"Since in virtually ell of ite aspeete the education of 
the blind and partially seeing differs even more radically 
from that of other types of handicapped than from normal 
educational proceedure, the special supervision provided 
for all hencicapped groups, even when adequate, which it 
eeldom is, can be regarded ae little more then an ad« 
ministrative convenience. 


"Proper edministration of sighteeaving and braille work 
requires continuous analysis and adaptations of educa@- 
tional methods, subject by aeubject, from kindergarten 
through high ecshool, te mcet the inetructional limita 
tions imposed by defective visions. Furthermore, it ree 
quires a brosd view of life needs of blind and partially 
eoeing children, together with a grasp of the educational . 
Paeilities available for training to meet such needs. The 
supervision referred to is, of necessity, broad, and con- 
prehends such expert and speoialized assictame to render 
the services mentioned as size of the system may warrant. 
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Without adequate siemeathenk directing forsee that 

will bring to the eichbesaving and braille elaes the 

many eervices that special supervision alone has thus 

far seened able to brinc, the single olass with all 

its restrictions becomes the educational unit, and 

the pupils’ educational horizon iz limited by the : 

initiative and enthusiaes of the individual teacher, and 
the four walls of hie class roeme” : 


every, pupit becomes a definite and estive part of a vietting teacher's 


Teachers « « By virtue of their enrollmeat in a braille clase, 


case load, A visiting toucher*s work in sonnestion with a braille student 
is a heavy and « responsible ones “fo her falle the work, very octen 
delicate and involved, of acting as intermediary between the school and 
the ag between the parents and the ehilds vidioen the opthalmologist 
and the schools between the ophthalmologist and the AC ihe must be 
the reliable interpreter of various necessary educational and social ad» 
justments of the childs It ie not an easy position. It necaeaitates 
Q puentodge of edueations} and ooial work nethodse it salls for a 
: “Daokground in anatony and hygiene of the eye and of diseases of the eyes 
, Te | calls for detai led roporte of adjustmentse 
Tee full~tine and one partebine visiting toashers are ascized to 
the Division of po Blind and Sight Conservatione vinee the carol nent 
2 in these classes ie over 1,900, anse tents | are obviously ‘aa heavy te 
permit of frequent visiting in the homee Such visits as are made appear 
to be encerned primarily with the onkla"s transfer fiom one class a another 
or with hie uithtremal from iehoadn The uncerlying social eretlene seen 
to receive little attention from the visiting teacher, nor is there evie 
dense of any enaideredie cooperation with social agencies in the solution 
of such problems. 
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There are five privately-eupported case work acencies for the 
blind in Grester New York, end these offer sumer canp exper ia ces 
for children amd other recreational activitiess* These phases of 
their services are freely utilised, but serviews for the adjustment 
of fanily situations, either by those agencies or by fenily service 
agencies, do not seem to be called one sor dees there eppear tobe | 
any close wrking relationship between the personnel of the sehool 
_ system and the staffe of the social acencioss In brief, it may be 

gaid that the school personnel confine their activities to the problems 
Sumediately comected with classroom work. In some cases the teachers 
are aware that more fundamental problems exist but do not seem to feel 
that they have any responsibility for the solution of such probleme. 
Several instances may be cited, In one clase a teacher mentioned 

that one young pupil was exceedingly nervous and timid beeause of an 
unfortumate home environment which had mde har afreid ef everyones 
Another pupil, a boy, was rejected by the children in hia neighbore 
heed preaumably because he was blinds. CGursory observation, however, 
euggested thet he was rejected because of mannerians and particularly 
beoause of an awkward gait which might well heve been due to an ortho~ 
pedic, not a visual, difficulty. The third case wae thet of an overe 
grow boy who wae « classroom problem beeause of lack of alertnesse«a 
diffieulty which might have had a physical basiee In ell of these 
eases, the teacher recognized the deviation from normal but seemed to 


“See letter from Alan Blackburn ond lire. Se B» Follack in Appendixe pe 86«87 
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feel that the school was not expected to do anything about ite The re- 
cognition of these problems and an analysis of corrective possibilities 
on the part of a visiting teacher with sufficient time and training to 
ask wiih ‘eee situation will help to solve these problems. 

Since the adjustment of the blind child in the seeing world is the 
sisi weapins of the ehenabion: of the blind, it would seem thet every 
effort should be made to insure that that adjustment be as complete 
age possible, and that the child's problems are solved whether or not 
they are directly due to hic handicaps The school should not attempt 
to do this alone, but rather should enlist all community resources to 
work together in a ecerdinated plan for the adjustment of each childs 

"At this point there may be noted a tendency for pupils to use 
facilities for “recreation of the blind” rather than for each to find 
appropriate recreational activities among seeing people according to 
his individual tastes. There ie always a possibility thet this ten« 
dency to segregated recreation may, to some extent, mllify the sesame 
plishnent of the braille classes in fitting the incividual for a 
normal life in a seeing worlds | a 

It is therefore recommended: 

ie That a sufficient mmber of visiting teachers be aseicned te 
provide one visiting teacher for each fifty braille pupils. | 

2. That visiting teachers visit each child's home at least once 
& year even if no special problem demands immediate attention, Blindm ss 
: seeekd eenttitebss a sufficient preblen to reqire the moet intensive 
amd cooperative planning for the ehiid on an individual basis, and the 
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visiting teacher is the liaison officer between the home and the schools 
it would seem appropriate and even more constructive for the visiting 
teacher to interpret the child's successes to the parent as wellas hie 
failures. 

Se That visiting teachers be encourazed to enlist the sooperation 
ef other social azencies (sush as agencies for the blind, fanily service 
agencies, and settlement houses) as well as of the psrents in planning 
for each ohild, and particularly in euch probleus as those cited aboves 
‘fhe exact relationship betwoon them would have to be worked out, but — 
undoubtedly there should be closer ecoperation and more joint partici«- 
pation than now existe. Too often private social arencies are regarded 
aa charities, whereas they are in fact service agencies and eas such 
should be utilized by ail who can benefit from their facilities. 

4. That scleser cooperation be developed between the school 
nurses and the visiting teacherse 

Se That the braille clase teacher keep in clezse touch with the 
; homes of her pupils through conferences with the parents at the school 
building and personal visita to the homes. 

In connestion with visiting teachers’ duties, and with home visiting 
by the classroom teacher, it is recommended that the service as established 
in the Cleveland Classes for the Blind be studied by the Administrations 

Printer for the Blind « The following duties were lieted as being 
performed by the Printer fer the Slind:s 


Preparing and distribvting braille on -_ printing for the blind. 
Visiting elasces for the blind to ove: nd repair braille writers, 
ete. Checking and making inventories of braille books and appliancess 
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octet mytieghs ant wsumdnations abuametio & for blind 
high sehool students. Assisting at Regents and mid-term exanina=- 
tions of bliné gpg, eek npn home aR tee IO 
emninationgs.s 


Dietribution of carfare tickets by sadiiog keeping individual 
teasher*s accounte of —— Siekets uaed for transportation, guide 
service, etce 


 Reseiving requests fer supplies and equipment from ali elasses, 
sollesting information as te quantities and soxts, apportioning 
these requests in relation to budgetary allowance, Requiaeitioning 
of all supplies anamal bye 


Clear Type Sockeouliecel ving requeste, requisitioning same, | 
eheeking receipts and inventories of these books, effecting eae 
Saeaeat Of Sante 


| Budgete=Preparation of date and estimates for transp 
supplies and educational equipment. 


Handling minor correspondence in re books, equipaent, supplies, 
transportation. Cheeking vemuiete from teashers for re PRE 
and orders sonpletede 


‘tation, 


A glenee at the duties sadioates thet the title “printer for the blind” 
Goes not adequately deseribe hie worke Teachers’ replies te incuiries 
ae to assistance in transeription of material indicated that there was 


very little or none coming from the contreal offiee. Indeed, it would 


be difficult to understand how anyone with such manifold duties of 

sugh wide variety sould be spending much tine upon transeriptions 
Hinety-eiz braille atodents enrolled in the public schools with an open 
text-bock syston make sgentipiphion denseda that would be difficult te 
neet by even two fulletine printers. It wae evident that much of the 
teachers? Sint wne-deusted:te-sranenrighion werk. wieh, afterall» is 
merely highly skilled clerical work. It is recommended that the printer 
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te braille transeribings This would release the tine ef the higher 


salaried teachers to do mich needed work which they must now neglect. 


es Wnpereey eR Til ots cayenne enna aeenee See oe 
provide braille transcription in much the same way as the W.l'si. pro 
jeot in “inmeapolis has functioned recentiys 


st ~ Six ef the nine teachers in the classes 


for the blind returned the questionnaire sent out by the New York Board 


of fducations These questionnaires dieclesed the following facts: 
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$ teachers are normal school cracuatese 
& teachers have their baccalaureate degrees. 


6 teachers had experience in the elenentary school before 
they began to teaeh « class fer the blind, such experience 
Sethe, Celioning seiar at yeares 


S years ounweme ] teacher — 
7 yearg «-o--=e 3 teachers 
1k years «0---— 1 teacher 
a8 yours easo~ 1 tensher 


3 teacher hed 1 year of high eahool experience in addition 
ee Sees 


Sent ined puaiehelte deiueienes 4m‘ Gaycatinnl classes for the 
blind. 


"dane. hud. previens beading pectttens in veeiéentini sehodis 


for the blinds. However, one teacher spent two months in 
residence at a private institution for the blind in erder 
to gain firethand experiences, while another teacher fre« 
quentiy observed at two of the most outstanding institutions 
before agsigument te a class for the blind in New York Citys 


S of the teachers have taken eourees in Hygiene and inatony 
the Eye, and “iseases of the Lye. 
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Se 4 of the teseners have had special preparation in braiite 
and in Methode of Teaching the Blinds 


9. $ teachers had special preperation in teaching typeuritings 


16. There was a wide variety of courses taken by the six teachers 

 %@ given them supplementary special training for their works 
One teacher had tazen the following substantial courses: . 
music appreciation, typewriting, basketry, industrial work, 
and weaving. Ancther had taken music appreciation, shop= | 
work, hand<work, typesriting, anc physleal education fer 
the handicapped. A third teacher had followed the method 
of self-instruction in the field of the education of ing 
blind by extensive reading on the following: FPeycholegy o 
the Slind, sethodsa of Tenshing the Blind, Vocational ; Age 
pests of Work for the Blind, and *oeial Helfare of the 
Blind, It is an interesting commentary that the teachers 
who had taken the most supplementary special training in 
handwork, etoe were the ones wno came inte the 
gervice when the Slesses were first started. At that 
tine, day-echool slasses for the biind were only in their 
tenth years Integration of the braille pupil inte the — 
regular classes was not so fully carried out as is the 
case note Little or no pre-school work for the blind 
ehild wae being done at that time, in this somection i+ 
may be said that the teachers who have come inte t he ser= 
viee in the last ten years are taking special courses which 
will enable then tc understand the ehild as a wholee This 
Seems logical in view of the fact that ceneral education 
hes become more enilc-centered with special emphasis upon 
the individual adjustaent of each ehild. 


225 3h SAPP AAP EEA SAREE one oF the tenchere has taken mention 
time to vieit five other elasves for the blinde Another 
teacher has made four visite te other classes in the last 
two yeares. The other four teachers express themsslves as 
having ne opportunity to do such visitinge 


12. All the teachers tlive sn opportunity to atten’ general cone 
. ferences called by the Taspectar™ on an average of eicht tines 
& years ‘Such conferences are opm to sight conservation 
and braille teachers and the approximate size ef the group 
de 150. 


13. One of the teachers ie Siktes oa "enotmanet senras Ge stun 
but characterizes the course ag “painfully uninstructive” in 
eo far as application to teaching the blind is concernede in 
‘this sommestion it may be stated that all the teasherse expressed 
@ sincere wish that the kind and nature of courses by improved 
a include more specific work with <irect tees OT te the 
edueation of the blinds 
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14. How of the teachers has gone back into the regular field of 
of teaching since agsignment to a claea for the blinds 


152 Hone of the teachers has done “exchange teaching” in the 
braitle classes of any other eity since aesicrment to a 
class for the blinds 


16+ The following courses in the general t 
listed by the braille teachers sa 3. 


. field were 
of greatest 


&e General Hethode in the Elementary School 
be Educational “vuidance 

Os Eehavior Froblens 

de Edueational Psychology 

@e Philosophy and History of Sducation 


One teacher expressed an opinion that courses in the general 
teaching field are far less important than knowledge of sube 
ject matter inthe curriculum. One certainly has a very 
healthy respect for wide imowledge of subject matter in the 
curriculum. Sowever, it ia often the fault of the braille 
teacher, especially in the Junior High Seheoel and the Senior 
of subject knowledge, a thing which is very easy to do when 
the method of adaptation te the limitations of lack of vision 
seems a bit tedious. fhe superior teacher muct have both 
methods and subject miter at command and under control so as 
to develop the independence of the childe 


‘1% The following courses in tesening field field were listed 
pop rinrenteryy Ryrenicedagtagee. =, —S test aseietance 
to then in their works: 

&e Metheds of Teaching the Blind 


@e Hygiene and Anatomy of the lye 
a anit ig  ltlataaaaaamaiaa aia 


The facts evailable as to the training and experience of the teachers 
indicate that they are well qualified as to previous regular experience. 
the majority ef thea have evidenced a lively interest in acquiring special 
supplemental education te aid them in their worke Observation of the 
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teachers in the classrooms indicates that sone of this special training 
way not be an current ox denirabies They a1) sees confident in ‘thety 
own established methode and do not seem aware of newer and better methods, 
Gupenlaliy ustiade ulated So Wedihe students. The modern and aesepted 
method of teaching braille reading, for instanes, would be found practical 
and « welcome change if presented. lew four-line bar writing slates are 
an improvenent over the twoeline bare There are new ideas in developing 
the recreations] program of the blind pupils. There is an accepted 
appreciation of the early an’ competent mastery of typewriting as a tool 
for blind children. These are juct some of the new and needed factors 
peculicr to blind pupile in which a superior braille teacher must keep 
abreast of the times. There should be well developed professicnal 
leadership within the group to aid the braille teachers in their current 
needse in thie ecemmestion, it mich be wise te offer definite oppore 
tunities whereby braille teachers might visit other classesfor the blind 
during the years Prom time te time braille teachers might be encouraged 
to go back into the regular teaching for a year in order to get an up-to-date 
basis on which to analyse and adapt the regular work to the blind stadent. 
Thie may even be carried further. Exchange teaching in the braille 
elasees of other cities might be encouraged. And surely, some work should 
be done to offer more specific alertmese courses that have a direst appli- 
cation te the work of the braille teacher. ‘There seems to be a variety 
of colsion soncerning the Add of the conferences provided for the 
ineservice training of teachere. The idea prevails that conferences in 
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. which the teachers of the blind participate in a ssall group would be 
nore helpful than in combination with the sight conservation teachers. 
Furthernore it cannot be wtated too strongly that only teachers whe 
are rated as distinctly superior in their regular field of teaching should 
be invited te enter ar application fer a license in the field of the 
teaching of the blinds 

Daties « It shoulé be born in mind that the special braille class 
ig an instrumentality for extending te blind children the advantages of 
the school system afforded to every child of the city. The main funsties 
of the braille schocl-room teacher is to facilitate the integration of 
the blind child 4m the regular school situation in the mogt normal manner. 
It camnot be said too strongly thet each of the teachera in the lew York 
nana for the blind is keenly aware of thie fundamental type of pupil 
participation in the normal educational program of the day. It would 
seem, however, that each of the teachers i¢ endeavoring te do a grest 
many things and to solve « great many problens that are really outside 
his or her sles as a teachers Yor inetance, all the teachers were 
spending entirely too much time transcribing and interlining braille. 
One teacher cave evidence of spending Saturdsys end Sundays traneoribing 
textae Transeribing braille is purely a clerical duty, and such services 
as are needed by the teachers should be supplied by the printer for the 
blind or his acsistant. Interlining braille, after the fourth or fifth 
grade, should be reduced to a minimume There ie no justification for a 
teacher's spending of professional time and energy interlining pupils" 
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work when the work of translating it into ink-print ean be performed 
by the pupil himself on the typewritere This means, incidentally, 
See-develepnent..aud mainbenenes f. higher. etenderta.of &.ypemitines 

There scemed to be an «iditional burden pleced on eome of the 
teachers through the inclusion of sight--conservetion pupils in their 
groups. this was particularly true of the high sehool clasese. This 
type of combined clase presupposes two fundamental factores le A 
elassroom lighted and equipped with a view te sight sonservations and 
2. Proper training on the part of the teacher in methods of both 
- gight conservation and brailles Sene of the classroose seemed to be 
at all physically suited to sight conservation. ‘ery few of the | 
teachers had any listed qualifications in the way of sight conservation 
teachings “heir willingness to assume the responsibility ef agight 
conservation student in their braille roome is evidence of the ex» 
selient eooperation with the administration, but it is doubtful 
whether much concervation of vision is achieved uncer the existing 
physical conditions. It is eertain that the addition of clear type 
transcription duties te the already too heavy duties in the preparation 
of breille meterial would temi te make a highly skilled slerical worker 
out of a superior teachers 

Only the static type of tencher feele that her neede are satia~ 
fied sompletely, end that there are ne problems left for her to solve. 
it ie interesting to note that scot a single teacher left unanswered that 
part of the questionnaire which asked for the following: “Yhat are your 
two greatest problens which you are now facing with your ehildren?” I¢ 
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is equally interesting to note that the mafority of the eleven problens 
Listed are really not tescher's problens at all, but problems of admin- 
istration and supervisions The preblens ag etated by the teachers are 
given below. The paveuthebienl cenatke c¢ motation euqgecbe ohat might 
be the procedure or type of service required in its solution: 

‘Le Adjustsent of a hyper«nctive 6 years-old to work in a room with 
ehildren in the upper grades. (redistribution ef teacher leade-adninis- 
trative) 

Ze trying to overcome objectionable physical manneriams of the 
blind children. (braille teachere-visiting teacher with home contast-- 
physical education program) 

Se Kegister of classes is too large. (redistribution of teacher 
loade-~aémi ni strative) 

4s Children of low IeQe in a class with normal children. (enroli- 
ment procedure~--admini strative) : 

Se The slow mentality fer reading-~braille is too hard for theme 
Gs The health problem (general) 

Vo The vocational problem (visiting teacher=--admini strative) 


Ge Problem of readers at home (see recommendation on reader's services) 


%» Mental and social adjustment of the blind (general) 
10s Cooperation and interest of these in parental relation to obi li ren 
is hard to obtains (visiting teacher-«-admini etrative) 
lleLack of cooperation on pert of parents in specific problems (visite 
ing teacher=-adni ni strative) : : 
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There are several different people within the sehool system 
whom the braille teachers might profitebly coneult in carrying on her 
duties. “uch persons include the Inspestor, the School ea 
the Assictant Principal, the School Physician, the School “urse, and 
the Visiting Teacher. “ithin the last year, the inspector was con~ 
sulted individually on an average of five times per teacher. In one 
inetance all the scontacte made with the inepector were by correse 
pondencse only. ‘The Principal of the school seemed te be consulted 
‘wery generally by all the teachere., ‘his is evidence of good 
teacher~principal relationships. The assistant Principal seemed ale — 
most never to be consulted. Three of the teachers found it advisable 
to consult the school physician or the sehool nurse about their pro- 
blens, while three of them either had no problems which needed the 
physician's or nurse‘s help or they did net find it convenient te 
consult then. ‘he wide variation in the number of people consulted 
and the number of times these sconsultetione were made indicates that 
each braille teacher more or lese defines the range of her duties with 
respect to the child. 4n administrative seteup in which duties and 
functions are clearly defined would obviate the teachers* assumption of 
too many duties distinctly outside her Pesan RN it would also make a 
certain that all these defined duties were oenidausih routinely by all 
of the teachers for all of the pupiis. 

There seems to-be ne definite assignment of extre-ourriculer duties 
to the braille teacher. In reality, the work of a braille teacher in 
 @neouraging blind students to exter inte the extra-curricular duties of 
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the school seems to be a sufficiently large one. Sewever, there were 

- fine evidences of voluntary extra-curricular work being done by the 
braille teschers. Some of the texchers have aseumed responsibility 
for becoming acquainted with the pupile either through conferences at 
the ethiaise or visite in the homes, in one instance, the braille 

- teacher was doing excellent work on the health committee of the school. 
Through thie teacher's efforts, a mineographed alphabetical list of all 
the physically handicapped pupils inthe echool was placed in the hands 
ef every teacher in the building. This meant that the regular teacher 
eould know those in her clasces who needed special adjustment and 
sould render that adjustment with the least amount ef publicitye 

Ano ‘her teacher had arranged many field tripe fer her pupils in con- 
junetion sith those of the regular classes. ‘Soth of these examples 
‘serve te illustrate the point that the braille teacher can de effec- 

- tive extra-curricular work especially if it is en outgrewth of the 
activities within her own room. However, the function of a braille 
teacher is missed entirely by the school that sent refractory sighted 

, pupils to the brailie classroom for discipline. Also placing reepon- 
sibility for cardiac problems upon the braille teacher seens somewhat 
afield of her function. If there must be a definite assignment of an 
extra-curricular duty to the braille teacher, let eae eee S 
nature that it will be especially appealing to the opadlle students es 
well ac the regular student body. _ : 3 
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Children enrolled in the public school classes for the blind come 
ohiefly sureneh the Soard of Health Clinies.. Ghildren whose vision is 
discovered to be éafeutive (through routine eye teste given in the 
regular classrooms) are referred either to the Board of Health Clinies er 
to their ow: ophthalmologist for thorough eye examinations. Children nay 
also ve referred to the special classes by a social agency or a private ophthel~ 
mologist, although this does not appear to be a frequent esourrences 

‘After the eye examination has been made, the examining ophthalmologiet 
fille out a card stating the amount of vision the ohild retains and a brief 
note regarding diagnosis, and recommending that he be placed in (1) a braille 
olass, (2) a sight.-vonservation clase, on (3) a reguler claecs. This card 
4a sent to the Inspector of Classes for the Blinds A representative from 
the Inspector's Office gete in touch with the child's parente and with the 
offieers ef the schools concerned, and arrancee for his tranefer to the 
elass recomenieds 

i% ie impossible to judge the decree to which thie prosedure euccesda 

im plaeing under speeial instruction the visually handicapped children who 
need guoh educations If the routine eye examinations in the general classes 
ave thorough,* they probably soreen cut most of the children who, entering 
echool with approximately norma viclong later auffer impairacnts I+ seens 
likely, however, that ehildren who lese their sight during their pre«scheel 
years never come within the scope of this procedure and their referral to 
publie seheol classes for the blind depends upon information acoldentally 
eequired by their parents, or upon the recommendation of eane private svoial 
AEONGY + 


*see Report of the Subsomittee on ye Saaminationse 
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The braille class is designed for the ontla withovt eight, or with 
vision so defective as to make necessary partial or ecupletereliance on the 
senge of touch as a medium of educations 

A wigual defect expressed as a visual sevity of 20/200 or less in the 
better eye has generally been sccepted ag warranting the aseignnent of a pupil 
to the braille cleste However, the varying ability on the part of the ine 
dividual te use effectively what sight remmine, the question as to whether, ae 
an adult, he will or will not be able to read books in ordinary print, and 
the effectiveness with which braille ean eafely ané satiefactorily be intro- 
dueed to the pupil as a tool to supplement his sight * all are important 


 faetere in determining whether or not q. child should attend « braille clases 


There are no routine mental teste administered at the time a ehild is 
admitted to a braille clase although in problem cases the Inepector's 
office makes a “ease etudy"” in which the intelligence test plays some perte 

Similarly it appears that responsibility for the physical health and 
nentel hygiene of the individual child ie left to the parents, end these 
factors are not routinely considered in connection with the decision to 
admit a child to « braille clases 

The Board of Education of theCity of New York has aseumed responsibility 
for the education of the blind and partially seeing ehdldren as well as for 
the education of seeing children, and has provided facilities fer euch od= 
voatione In connection with seeing children, the Board conceives that ite 
responsibility exbraces (under the compulsory education lew) not only the 
‘provision of adequate eduentional facilities, but alao the ensuring that 
every child receives at least « minimus of education of the sort best adapted 
to hie needa. Surely the Board's responsibility in regard to blind children 
is at least ae great and should be discharged with the same dilicences 
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The decleion ee to whether a given blind ehild ehould attend a public 
school olase for the blind or be sent to a resiiential school 1e tee important 
to be left to chance or the cagual judgment of uninformed parents, The 
primary consideration in moh a deoteion is t & 
In éeternining thie, due attention must be given to the sree fastorar 

le Mental ability of the child. 


Ze Age at which sight is leat and degree of sitesi 
in oases: of adventitious blindnesse 


| Adequate consideration of these factors involves « thorough ease study 
of each ohild, made by qualified workers. 

Sinee the state Department of Education subsidises both the public 
 fehool olasses for the blind end the residential echoole, (although in 
varying snounte), 1¢ would seen that this ageney should play a responsible 
pert in the ultimate decisions, It is therefore recomended: 

le That the Board of Education of New York City assume reapon~ 
aibility for encuring that every blind ohild in New York City receives 
the type of elementary and secondary educostion best suited to his needs 

Be That the census of the blind and the services of attendance 

offieore be utilised to complie and maintain a complete list of blind 
children in Kew York Citys 

Se That the Board of Edveation, through the office of the 
Inepector of Clasees for tho Slind, assume reeponsibllity for making an 
adequate age study of each blind child brought to ite attention. 
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4o That the Board of Sdueation appoint an Advisory Committee 

to advise the inspector of Classen for the Blind in the aceigment 
of pupile to braille olasvesge The membership of euch a counittee 
should include a representative of the Incpeoter of 6h sses for 
the Blind and might include a representative of each of the resi« 
dential sehools for the blind to which Hew York Oity children 
might be sents an ophthalmologist from the hoard of Health, and 
a representative of the State “eperment of Edueations 

| Se That this Youmittee shell seaist in the assignnent of 
blind children te public ceheol classes, their deoleion to ve | 
based on the aforesaid ease studye 

Recor de on ehidaren in the braille classes are filed in the 
inspector's offices They sonsist of two filese=(1) the aye report 
cards (4°x6") by which children are referred to the Division of 
Special Glasses, end (2) social record cards (4"x6") combaining a 
minimum of data about the child's family situations Notes of visits 
by the Visiting Teacher are entered on the backe of these eecial 
record cardge 
The age report ecards are not intended to constitute a complete record 

ef the eye exanination, but are merely the ophthalmologist’ s hessage* 
to the Ingpestor of Bmille Classese (Complete records of the eye exe 
aminations are kept in the Joard of Health Glinies) ‘The form might be 
reasorably adequate for ite purpose if it were dompletely filled out, 
but ® eareful inepestion of the revorde on file indloated that this was 
mot the onses in some instances the entrees under "Dingnosis” consisted 
of only a degoription of the present aondition of the eyes without 
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meution ef cause of blindness. In others there wae ne recommendation 
for care of the eyes other than the referral to the brailie class. 
Many of these children heave a considerable remant of vision, though 


‘not encugh to permit them to read print, and it is therefore important 


for the teacher to mow the nature of the eye defeste Horecver, certain 


“@iseases which cause blindness have other physical and mental sequellae, 


and the key to seme of the child's problems may be found in the cause 
of blindneste In general the reports failed to provide the Inspector 
ani the classroom teachers with the essential information they should 
have for a proper understanding of the child's vision difficulties. 
Probably part ef the incompletences of the report carde is due to 
the fact that the items te be recorded are not worded in aufficlently 
specific termee Further, the sp«ee previded fer answers ia too 
limiteds It is therefore recomended (1) That the standard form for 
aysician's Report of “ye fxwaination* (designed by the Comittee on 
Statisties of the Blind) be adopted for use in place of the present 
ecard. this form is now in use in more than thirty schools and classes 


for the blind in the United States and is proving eatisfactorys 

(2) That all eye exewination. reports be reviewed by the superviging 
ophthalmologist te ensure conpbteness and uniferaity before oer leave 
the cliniee It is suggested that the child be given « simple referral 


@ard, and that the ophthalmological report be sent to the Inspector's 


office by mail ingtead of being given to the ehild or its parentes 


“See appendix for sample copys 
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The content of a social reoord depends upon the visiting teacher's 
conception ef her job and upon the degree of recponsibility which the 
“gohool takes for other than strictly academic problems of the childs 
The present social record card may not be inadequate for the present 
limited conception of the school’s responsibility for the child as a 
whole, but it is obvicusly insufficient to serve as a basie for a 
comprehensive program ef guidanse and adjuctment such as has been re= 
commended earlier in this reporte ‘etailed recommendations for the 
improvement of the sceial resords will be found on the next page@e 

Resords kept in the schools wary from echool to school. In some 
the tan weniishied aocheie vesert eart. S0.hept in the principals 
office, and it appeurs that the teachers do not refer to these fieclys 
in other schools the teacher keeps some brief records in her desk for 
reference, but there is no formal plan for theses 

In general it may te gaid that the reeorde are (1) lacking in unite 
formity, (2) inadequate in content, and (3) unsatisfactory in fora, ani 
that as & result of this the teachers and thesininistrative staff are 
hampered in providing a guitable program which takes inte sousideration 
the whole ohild and the warsens-qhages of bis adjustment end development. 

“in adequate recoré form, completely filled out, and freely accessible 
to those whe are dealing with the child 1e recognized as essential to 
the sontimous and intelligent guidence of the child's sehool career. That 


the teachers are sble to do as well ae they do with the present neag 
records is due to the fast thet classes are small and the teacher turnover 


: ‘low, eo thet they ean depend on their memorye The present situation, 

-— hawever, must handicap a new teacher or » teacher reveiving new pupils 
Qnte a elage since there is so little informstion available regarding 
_ore previous problems and achlevenents. | | 
| ‘kis therefore recommended that a cumulative record system be set 
up in the Inspector's office readily accessible to members of the de= 
partment dealing with the child. Such records should includes 

le Comlative scademic record, tera by term 
2» Reports of eye exaninstions (including followeup examinations); 
&» Eeports of health examination findinges 


. 4 Resords of regults in intellicenes tests and ashievenents 
teate as givens 


i Se Sumeny yatines | on srenellie and adenine of the ehild 
-» jade each tema by the classroom teacherg 


Ge Summary of contacts made by visiting teacher; 


Te, Hotes om child's participation in extra-curricular activities, 
preaee won, and gimilar itemts 3 ‘ 


In addition to thease itens it is recome) 


ded that the folder contain 
full narrative reports of contacts by the » visiting teacher anc ail sorres= 
pendence relating to the childs 

| Suah « form should be dram up =ith care by soneone expertonced in 
designing eogh blanks and the detaile will ore be discussed harée itis. 
resonended, however, that the present small cards be discarded in favor 
of forms end folders BA"x1l" insises 
Physical Plant 
‘Buildings + With the exception of FeSs 16 Bronx, the school tuild= 
ings in which the braille classes are located are established very well 
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with respect to transportation facilities. The center at PeSe 16 Bronx 
should be moved nesrer the city to relieve possible congestion eat 

PeSe 59, Manhattan, and to obviate the necessity of students travelling 
to the fringe ef the eity to reach their classe There are two high 
school students from Breokiyn attending the Svander Childs High Soldole 


Since the enrollment at Bushwick is extremely heavy, it ie 
Shak exather clase te aukebliaued in lreckiyn preferdhiy a. dunler 
High Seheol classe” 

There are only nine classes for the blind, but there has been 
commendable variety with respect to schools in which these classes 
are located. one of the slementary classes is lecated in Feds. 201, 
Brooklyn, a modern Aetivity Sehool in which the unity-activity methods 
of teaching ere developed through purposeful projects. It is sugested 
that the supervisor of the braille classes take experimental advantage 
of thie location with a view to determining the possible advantaces 
of locating braille elassees in such schools rather than in the tradie 
tional acadenic ones; The Wadleigh High School is exiusively for cirle, 


while the Evander Uhilds and the Sushwiek Hizh Sehoels are soeducationale 


ddable that the Board of Sducation has not located more than 


it is come: 
one braille class te a buildings 

When ehoosing a school in which to locate a clase for the blind, 
it is an accepted practic throughout the country to choose a building 


*see Redistribution of Teacher Load 
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that hae generous equipment for manual training, domestic science, 
gymasium,ete. For an clementary school it te-ebey aeeioubla: ve" have 
an attached playcround. But even though the building may be excellext 
and complete in ao far as physical regutddunebe én -edeberned; that 
factor still remains secondary to the more inportant one of choosing 
a building with e progressive and understanding principal end a 
sooperative teaching serps. Here it ic that the inepestor of the 
braille classes must do important groundwork, There are always prin- 
eee eee Sr yey ere 
eqpesetatiiag the functions of the various departments within their 
schools. They look upon their position aa coordinative in character 
and upon education as child«centered in function. They are usually the 
ones who are successful in presenting the proper point of view to 
‘@>tain the cooperation of a faoulty in developing new idea, methods, 
or procedures. fhe supervisor of the classes for the blind shoule | 
spare no effort to meet «nd cultivate these principals, beoause it is 
within their buildings that « class for the blind can beet follow the 
normal pattern of « ducatione 

Classrooms ~ The oraille rooms at Pel. 16 bronx, Peds 69 Manhattan, 
Ps. 93 Srooklyn, Pe Ss 157 Brooklyn, and Yadleigh are commensurate 
with the regular elassreoms of the schools so far as size, location 
and lighting are concerned. The rooms at /sSe 77 Gueens and at Evander 
Childs are eo exceedingly anall as to crowd pupils, serieusly incone 
veniencing them in performing different kinds of works Larger rooms 
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should be provided in both these schools. The rooms at Susheiok 
‘Bagh Sehecl and et Pe. 201 Brooklyn are the most satisfactory of the 
nine 

It is the conseneus of opinien of all who visited the classes in 
connection with thie survey thet because of the varied activities 
and the epesialines equipment, the claserooms should be the largest 
that the buildings have to offer. im a amaller than average room, 
ae most of them are, necessary equipment ie limited because of lack 
of space. “ith beocks and supplies towering and covering the wills, 
with shellacking of braille cccupying one corner of the room, with 
file upon file of vraille material hesped in piles, and with a variety 
ef work going on, one is struck with the courage required to carry on 


such exesllent work as was being énes Much effort is exhausted 
needlessly, and moh enrichingestivity is lost in overcoming thice 
A larger classroom would provide for more freedom of movement, more 
effective group work for wried activities. It would also mean 
sself epace for booke in the roome«net in a closet down the hall. It 
would alse allow for storage space for supplies, games, physical 
education equipment, ete.s An airy, confortable, pleasant room is a 
distinct acset in conducting a braille elase. Blind shildren are clad 
when their classrooms are regarded as pleasant by their seeing friends. 
"Im no sense were any of the classroans suited to sight conservation. 
Levertheless, suoh students were enrolied in the slasses, especially 
in the high schools. <6 ean pendity be seen that this wevinieliashts te 
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volves a serious vision problem. In view of the fact thet nore and 
mere braille pupile have some useful vision, braille roome should 
be selected and equipped in such e manner as to be suited to eye 
work by puplie with seriously defectdve visions This would obviate 
the difficulty of pupils with wme vision trying to use their eyes 
under unsuitable condi tionse 


ipparatut = It is readily apparent thet © 
there exists no uniformity of standard as to quality or quantity of 
equipment and special apparatus in the nine classes for the blind 
dx tow York Sity, | In-ene Gesber Chare are these brai}iouwtters te 
fifteen children. In a conpareble center there are seventeen for 
nineteen children. Also, one high school center has a dictaphone 
while the other two do not. Some of the classrooms have Talking Book 
maghines while the others do rote Some of the necessary objective 
teaching materiel 1s thepereoual property of the teacher. one olass 


gman waluable equipment through t he efforts of a soheol olubs Another 


ee ee ee a eS 
| presented them to the classe 

| Objective teaching material and special equipment and cpenratee 
dite bee seaneenn. etent. at the tuistieting-of -t0dtthe altos 400 
Ieft te the individual initiative of a teacher or te the generosity of 
a club or a philanthropic outeiders It seems almost axiomtio that 

the Inspeetor of a braille class should regard certain standard equip 
ment as egnential when foraing = brailie class. Deubtlees budgetary 
limitations have brought abeut this dearth and lack of uniformity in 
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equipments Sut thie is false economy and results in a gress injuetice 
‘te the bling ehild to be served sinse this equipment represents the 
cational pattern of the day. Each center should be completely equipped 
with those articles which it needa, Cireulation of equipeext fron 
Glass to slase may be acceptable for certain itexs that ere bulky, 

- eostly, er rare, espesially if we 
such transfers can be obtained with eufficiext speed and promptress 


srgenized facilities for making 


to meet unfereseen demands. In general, however, the classreaa should 
be supplied with such standard equipment as is necessa 
periodic demands of instruction ae they arise (subject, of course to 
the limitations of classroom spaces) 
The following standard equipment is : 


ie Sreiliewri tere 
2 for every $ pupils in the pr: grade 
i fer every 2 pupils in the tapacesdeesa. and upper crates 
and high echeol . 
I for each teacher for his or her exolusive use 


« Compaes (braille) 
i for each clase with such additional enws as may be required 
by students taking Maree mathematies 


3. Desks, etodentinowbie) ioe 

i for each student. for the ehildron from kindergarten cupsuch 
the fourth «rade, it is reocumended that a desk comparable to 
the one produced for braille pupils by the Theodere Kundte 
Company of Clevelanc, Ohio be used. Fer the older braille 
ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Cheir Company ef Reedsboro, recommends This 
@eek is ebout 36” long, 24° wide, and 27" highs it kas & pod 
for a typewriter and alse contains 2 lerge drawers, 2 email 
drawers; . am a rack at the side for braille booke. 
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4. Desk, teacher 
1 for each teacher — cai 


Se Dietionary, (braille) 
4 fer each class 


Se Filew= 1 with lock and key fer confidential records of puplis 
Ze Games (for each class) 

Chess 

Checkers 


Dominces 
Kindergarten material of great variety and liberal quantity 
Playing cardse 


Se Geonetric devices<-] set for seach high school class 
General and specific illustrative and eonstructive devices 
such as those produced at the California Schoel for the 5lingds 


Se Glebe, relief=--1 for each class 
iG. Grooved cards for pencil writing-«1 fer each pupil 


ll. Maps 
Relief map of the United Statese«l for each clase 
Relief map of the State of Hew Yorke<]1 for each class 
Relief maps of other continents should be of such a quantity 
that on a day's notice they may be transferred to a center 
a ee eee 
each clase 


ize Piano for each clase, especially im the elementary eaten 


‘Se Slates, Arithmetic mmber oubee=1 for each pupil in the first through 
: the 8th grade with at least 50 namber cubes to a slate 


i4»s Slates, braille writing=-1 for eash pupil 


15, Tables-adequate supply for reference materials and for work, 
physically suited to the demands of the class enrolimert : 


16. Talking book machine with radio attachment of high quality-= 1 for 
each clags 


i?e Typewriters, standard type 
Rene for the kindergarteneleZ<3 crades 
2 fer every 3 pupils in the 45<G-grades 
i for every 2 ‘pupile in the 7=S<9=10-llel2 crades 


Any supervisor of braille classes who sees fit may add to this list 
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of certain desirable standard equipments to more nearly complete the value 
of this survey, equipment inventories (nee page 95 im Appendix) were sent 
to each school. All were returned with @ Meting of the equipment ae it 
now existe in the various classes. It ie recommended that the present 
equipment of the classes (see page 89 in Appendix) be cheoked against the 
above standard, and that minimum requirements be net at the earliest possible 
dates 
Teacher Load 

421 of the cix elementary classes for the blind eover the kindergarten 
and the firet eizht cradez, This represents seventeen crade divisions. The 
high echool classes cover eight terme of high sohoole There ig no Junior 
high echeol center. 

The fellewing tables present ¢ suncary of the exroliment of eash of the 
elasees for the blinds 


High Sehools 
Tern Bushwiek Brander Childs Sadlei gh Total 
ARO TERER ELIA REPEL Ce ee ee ee ene 2 Pmt: RUTH 
1 sbtevoees 4 Sooenege é sooee | & eevesese 9 
2 sevcesces & | eeeeeees 2 TTT) ae | soevasee§ = 7 
S eeseseces PTT TiTTyT | eneee eneeuees 
& seseoeens & PYvTT TT 1 ¢eoen 1 sevsecae & 
6 sevvenene 2 oeeeooes 2 enone PTT TT TT) | 
GS evseeevees & PreTTTtTtT eeeee 1 @eecsase§ §& 
7 eeeneeeee i eeeneaos Per TT sseccese§ 38 
G evsneesse 1 PTTyTTTy 4 PTTTy eseeseee§ §& 
Noe of puplle 19 eeeerere 12 eoenee 6 seoseeces 37 
Age range 14«21 Tri tTiit) 1§e21 esenee 16-2) coascveees 
log of term 
adivicions 7 aeeenone 6 PTET Ty & PTYTTTT TY. 
form range Led aenvonne LeS weoeee Leh sescesese 
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3h eee evens oeeee TTT weoee L eocee 1 oveee 4 

4A eosoe 2 eeeve eeoee eeees eeeoe eonse 1 weoce 2 

&D eooee 1 eanee eseoe escoe 1 eveoe 1 seave 2 eo0ase 6 

6A sovoe Ll seeee e0e0e eoooe 1 eeeoe 1 weone 1 sevve & 

65 sesoe 1 enese eens esove 1 osven @ wvave 1 eoase 8 

6A eeeoe eeee0 eseas eoeee eovce 1 wovee 8 oases 4 

68 oaoee aeveoe evece eeses eegee oooee 1 i 

74 eovce 1 cease eeene ooee0 9989 ooeee 1 esene & 

7B escce 1 eenee eeeee eoooe 1 secee 2 soane soone & 

Ch = eteee 1 tteee aeeee eesee 1 enses eeeee seooe & 
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The following table presenta the number of etudente in the grades 
ef all the elasses, their age range, thelr average ago, and the avere 
aoe mnermal publie school ages 


: | Normal 
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The presont enrollment shows that in the elementary schools the 
pupil lesa per teacher not greater than the average but the ¢ rade 
division lead is teo heavy and the age range is tec wide, as can readily 
be seen from glancing at the tables. Four of the elementary skekten, 
PeSe 77, Queens, PeSs 95, Brooklyn, PeSe 16, Bronx and P.S. 59, Manhatten 
are overloaded with grade divisions, especially PeSe 59 and PeSe 95s 
It muet be remecbered that the teacher for an elexentery class for the 
blind is responsible for a creat deal in the way of adjusting a young 
blind child, often hampered by timidity and lack of physical control, 
ané in preparing him with fundamental sakilis and teols. All this ie 
in addition te cresting the opportunity for him te receive the same 
academic bt akg ane of the seoing child with the ‘ak child. it is 
educational waste to overburden the clementary braille teacher with 


mumbers and classes because the quality of preparation and adjustment 
of pupils always suffers. ind it is equally wasteful to give a braille 
high achoo) teacher a heavy pupil load even though the students cone 
thoroughly prepared in the use of their special teols and in elementary 
sub ject matters Gbeervation of the present classroom situations and 
teacher reaction indieate that the grade load is too heavy and waried 
to permit mish concentration of the teacher on individual casese This 
hae always been a problen, and for thot reason, nost | . 


ote for the blind ran on a 6-3-8 pattern with special care being taken to 


guard against overloading the elementary teacher with too many grade 
divisionse The Rew York Classes might mers) be divided on thet basis 
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besause the total enrollment indicates the following: 

44 pupils enrolled in grades kindergarten through sixth 

$1 pupile enrolled in crades 7 through 2nd term high school 

21 pupile enrolled in terns 3 through 6 in high school 

This enroliment ie as of dune 1939. As a working hypothesis we 
enewmn-Ahere:2e ues. Adbekyte-be:mush change: inthe. devel, onreliaant 
figures. One ic aware that geogrephical dictribution of pupils and 
aghoole must be taken inte consideration. Yor that reason, it seems 
reasonable to recommend the following, subject to expert advice upon 
the matter of distances involved and the geographical loestiens of 
beth schools and pupilee 


de That the grace range of all the clementary schools be 
limited to the kindergerten through the sixth, such 
enroliment to be watehé@d carefully so as not to over= . 
burden with erace divisiong. On the other hand care 
_ gheuld aleo be taken in reducing the mumber of grades 
per teacher to avoid enrolling in one building an une 
due mamber of puplie in any one clase. If this is not 
done pupils eamot be merged satisfactorily in the 
regular class room work. io more than three pupils 
should be assigned for instruction in any reguler 
classredie 


It is wellenigh impossible to get a eatisfactory 
distribution ofgrades and pupile and at the sane 
time keep the enrollment up to ten as is necessary 
to be eligible for estate mtn It ie strongly 
regommended for the purpose of distribution of the . 
Seah Seante Sy De Zee 6 Suen er sae 
forthe bind 5 Wage at semen Anetend:of, San 28 
recognised ac a minimum sised classe 


: 2s That Junter high sohool olasees be established ~ one in 


ie Winhncrehennhal Aieeateiee hich.wdenibaent te (10s 
Lith and 12th crades) be renoved from the special centers 
amd intecrated inte the high school in their own section 
of the citye ‘Such students should be provided with 
reader's services and necessary equipment through the 
facilities of the central office, and one of the high school 
teachers femiliar with the needs of blind children ghould 
be asgigned as an itinerant teacher to see to it that all 
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blind high eehool pupile receive adequate attention. 

(Neter It ie suggested that the Administration study 

the operation of thie plan in Cleveland, Ohie and in 

the State of Kew Jerseys) 
This procedure is direetly in line with the growing conviction thet the 
‘time is net so fer distant when an individual blind child oan integrate 
into the public sehool pattern at an increasingly lower age level 
without benefit of a special elagsrooms fe ike eemmechial. a4 oe Os 
pertinent to state that the lower pupils an elementary braille 
teacher has, with subsequent. heavy emphasis upon special individual 
preparation, the sooner some blind children will be ready to “free 
lance" in their own districts. ‘Some might perhaps be ready for it 
when they begin Junior Hich School. It is a worthwhile aim, and it is 
strongly recomended that the aduinistrative bedy investigate euch 
procedures as they are developed in the aforementioned cities. 
Classification of Pupils | 


At mumeFous tines throughout the text of this repert, mention has 
been made of the fact that sight conservation students are enrolled in 
the braille classese From our studies there is reason to believe that 
“some of the transfers fron sight senservation classes to braille 
Glasses have been made because someone was confused between limited 
mental ability and degree of visions" There is evidence that the 
that-the transition or interplay between the two types of classes is 
net as enncth as it rad ght bes The Comnittes studying these classes will, 

no doubt, mike a very a study of thise However, the educater 
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must take his part along with the opthalmologist in making this ad- 

_ Mise Grace larper, Director of Bureau of Services forthe Blind of 
the Hew York Departwent of fecial Yelfare and Mrs George Fe Meyer, Chief 
Executive Officer of the New Jersey State Comission for the Blind have 
made gone very intercsting and informative statements concerning the 
puessture that might be involved in solving this delicate problem. The 
full text of the statements of both Mise Harper and Mrs Meyer may ve 
found in the Appendix. Miss Harper's statemente are presented more in 
view of the sight conservation student and Mr. Jeyer's tend to present 
the point of view of the blind students However, both are appreciative 
ef the fact that the primary problem is the full absorption of both 
blind and sight conservation students inte the regular school. ihe 
absorption of the braille pupil into the sight inka Glass or 
the reverse is of secondary consideration in the integration of the 
pupil inte the regular sehool, and it should interfere as little as 
with a condition of limited vision ard each must be given preparation 
for some system of use by which such limited vision can be safely 
euployed. Thepsycholegy of the development of this preparation for 
‘use of residual vision is a positive factor and one of which beth 
opthalmologiet and educator must take cognizance. 

Pupils whese. vision is so limited as to indicate attendance in a 
braille class but who have a residuus of sight evfficient to be of sane 
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use in classroom work should in some cases be permitted te do some 
work on the blackboard or upon paper with a large soft pencil. ‘Such 
sultation with the eye physician. 
permissive eye work, will not only measurably increase the child's 
educational horison but will establish a more accurate balance as 
_ te the relative value of the visual and tactile approach te the process 
Sinse many braille papils have some usable vision and since the 
light required in such cases is roughly proportional to the visual 
defect, the braille classrcom should be equipped with mitural or 
artificial illumination comparable to that of the standard sight- 
in determining the emphasis to be pleased on braille or slearetype 
beth the doctor and teacher should determine as securately as possible 
the probable vision with which the child will fase life. If the 
prospect is thet in mature years he will be unable ,even with effort, 


braille system so that he may have the advantare of the means of intere 
course provided threuch this systems 


Listri butions 
The age~grade distribution of the pupils erolled in the public 
echool classes for the blind was patterned after the form used by the 
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the Ohio State Department of Edusations A period of two years was 
regarded as the normal age for each grades The pupile recorded be- 
tween the heavy lines are of normal age for thelr grade. Those above 
the heavy lines are of normal age for their grade. Those above the 
upper heavy line for each grade are accelerated; those below the lower 
heavy line for each prede ats retarded. The lst and 2nd terms of high 
echool ere listed ac the Sth gredes Grd and 4th terme ag the 10th grade; 
‘Sth and 6th terns as the 1th gredez and the 7th and Sth terms as 

the 12th grade. 

It was possible to obtain the ages and grades of blind pupils 
emrolied in the classes of two other dayeschool systems and in three 
_ wesidential schools for the blinds. The age-grade dietributions for 
these were set up under the same form as that used for the lew York 
Glasces, so that the results sight be comparable. 

+ The following tabulation shows thet the Hew York Public Schoo 
Ciaeses for the Blind compare most favorably on an ace«crade basis 
with these listede The New York distribution more nearly approaches 
the normal than the two comparable day-sehool systems and shows a 
decided superiority over the age«-grade distribution of « fair sampling 
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AGE-GAALE LISTRIMUTION 


Hew York Classes for the Bling 
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AGH-GRADE DLISTSiBUTIVe 
Day School Classes gc 
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BADE DIOTALSUTION 


Reeldentiel School #5 
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The Course of Study 


General: The general course of study for the blind pupil in 


both the elementary schoole ami in the high schools 1s the same as 
that for the sighted pupil with whom he recites. The most creditable 
feature of the liew York Classes for the Blind--and, incidentally, a 
fundasentel feature of any day-gchool elass--ie that all of them 
operate on the full sooperative plan in which the blind pupils join 
the sighted pupils in sll their clacces end in their extra-curricular 
activities. ith the exception of one inetance in which the teacher 
was so motherly that she was inclined te suother pupil participation, 
it is pleasing to state that the schools are doing on extraordinarily 
fine plese of wrk in carrying out this fundamental type of blind pupil 
partieipation in the regular clasece,. it is reasonble to expect that 
each teacher would plan an even fuller, more comprehensive program in 
that reepect af aduinistrative attention were given to teacher load. 
professional leadership, and definition of teacher duties. 

Children enrolled in public aehool classes for the blind are not 
educated as blind children, but ely as ehiidren whe eannot see. This 
delicate distinction regards as unimportant nothing that will effect a 
maximm ef adjustment to the seeing worlds The kind of education they 
oceive st the hands of the regular. classveen teseher is net a matter 
for thie survey to state. It is sufficient that the braille elasces 
of any sehool systen reflect the energy, research, an’ improvements that 
the respective boarde of education put into the advancement of the regular 
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classes. It ie recomended that the existing curriculum of the 
New York Sohools chtktions ‘be tu ptaghed snk wtiiined tn suoh a way 
that ite fullest benefite will se extended to every blind child. In 
particular, it is recommendeds | 

le That the advantages extended to seeing children in the 
fields of physical education, shep work, ond in the reguler music 
ourriculum of the echools be epen to blind pupils. 

2_ That special attention be given to adapting the standard 
achievement testing progrum of the regular classroom to the blind child « 

Se That the curriculum be supplemented in such a manner and te 
gueh a degree as to meet the particular needs of blind children in their 
preparation to liw in a sesing worlds 

it is a definite and assumed responsibility of the school to dis« 


_ Gover the needs of the entire child and to set up the machinery to meet 


theme There is an important distinction between actually doing this 

and just leaving it to chance. Coneequently, supplementation and 

adaptation of educational activities for blind children are found in all 

public school classes for the blind - such activities as braille reading 

and writing, typewriting, pencil writing, music, handwork, etes | 
-‘Bradlle Reading, Writing and Arithnetios Since braille reading 


and writing constitute a very vitel pert of the meane with which a blind 


ehild continues hie education, it is one of the activities to be cheeked 
first. There seemed to be unanimity of opinion on the part of those whe 


visited the elementary echoolse that there should be a keener appreciation 
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of newer and better methods of teaching braille reading. Some students 
oi the fourth, fifth and sixth grades could not oe 9 and a half 
brailie whereas they should have had a working knowledge of grade two 
braille. Some students were reading interpoint braille with their eyes. 
‘When an effort was made by the Committee to apply certain achievement 
- tests to the pupils in the braille classes, it was discovered that many 
of the students had to be excused from the tests because they did not 
lmow braille contractions. To be exact, of the twenty who were excused 
from the tests, eleven did not kmow grade one and a half braille. Six 
of these eleven had a substantial excuse for not knowing the contractions 
in that they were all listed as recent transferrals from sight 
conservation classes, but the other five were listed as simply not 
knowing enough braille to take the tests with no apparent excuse for 
this lack of knowledge. | 

Some of the teachers were still using the two-line bar writing 
slates, either because they did not have the new ones as did not see the 
desirability of the four-line bar. For arithmetie the equipment used, 
particularly in the primary grades, was not that of the type which is 
considered best by braille teachers throughout the country. 

The question comes to mind if the Administration is doing any 
active work in keeping its teachers informed of new methods and new 
equipment. | 

It is recommended that braille reading, writing and arithmetic be 
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‘taught by approved methods and that the rate of progress through the 


various crades of braille proceed upon anindividual bacis, such pro 
gress to be thoroughly checked by the Administration every half year 
through achievenent tests, and that subsequent diagnesis be made 
and remedial measures applied. 

Pencil Uiriting: All of the schools hed an abundant supply of 


grooved earde for pencil writing. There was evidence in the elenentary 
. -goheole and in the high sehools thet the blind pupile were being tauzit 


to write their nenes legibly. Good samples of pencil writing vere 
ee especially in PeSs 16, Sromxe This work is to be commended. 


Sypeeriting: There seeriely, 40 a task of spprociakion of. ate, 


need of the early mastery of typowriting as a tool for blind childrens 

a This is evidenced by the lack of uniformity as to the crade in which to 

Be begin to teach typeariting, in the methods of teashing it, and in the 
maintenance of standards of achievenente The very sell number of 


in the entire nine elasses is testimony to the fact that 
this valuable tool is aot = ered to any practical degrees Ag a result 


“clerical assistance. It iz suggested that typewriter euipnent standards* 


be met and that the braille students begin typewriting under modern 


“see Standard Equipment requirements. 
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approved methods, as carly as the fourth grade. It is further recommended 
that the central office maintain uniformity in methods and in standarde 
of achievement through cityewide motivation, cuidanse, and tenting. 
tusie: In a blind child's life, music occupies an important place 
a8 a recreational and aesthetic outlet. It dees not necessarily 
mean that this is a means to a livelihood, but it coes mean that it is 
often a substitute for many of the visual arts that sighted people 
enjoys Hach blind child should be required te take the musical cdu- 
gation given te sll students in the New York Public Schools, fron 
kindergarten through high school. Where this is impratical-« and it 
quite often is when the regular music courses concentrate princhpally 
on note reading <- a specially designed course of equivalent or superiee 
merit should be given in the braille elasses to the end that any 
blind child's musical talent be fully developed. | 
“In thie | ieee 


sotion it is recommended that one er two ead masic 
teachers, competent to teach music by braille notation, be added te the 
sepia staff. Such teachers would be responsible for mucic courses 

in the braille rooms, for teaching braille music notation, and for 

giving individual instrumental music lessons. Net a small part of the 
music teacher's duties would be te eorrelate the music work of the braille 
students with that of the regular sehool to tho end that there would 

be as great s degree of braille pupil participation in the regular mie 
Glasses as there is in academics work. 
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ienl Eduestion: The teachers in the elementary echoole are 


following the school’s recreational program, if there is any. The 
general playground aotivity appears te be speutantons and unorgani sede 
| oe In the high schools the majority of the cirls take seeial dancing at 
: feast omee a week, This is commendal 


_mmoh emphasis upon physical training as euch. It is readily understood 
thet blind ehildren need some help in understanding end taking pert 
"dim games withthe sighted, It is wise to etert in the primary grades 

dith a ‘veby Salt progres 6? cuuea, botli: commal ‘end ‘Sateimel, eal 
vhythus and stunte in order for the pupils te enjoy more freely the 
contribute te the sesingegames in which the tactual end auditory senses 


The blind pupil hae interesting gemes to 


are, of necessity, ealled inte play. This hae a wholesome effect in 
| teaching sighted pupils to recognize the parallel importance of the 
= senses of sight, touch and hearinge 
Every effort should be made to give all blind pupils-«sith the 
“exception ef these exempt by their poyatchinbccdeed reguler physical 
edusation. this should proceed in the correstive gymmasim clasees. 


it should be a direct means of posture training and of ceneral bodily 
“@evelopment. It should also be « means for studying peouliar manneriens 
on an objective basis, and efforts ehowld be made to eliminate these 
mamnerigns threugh a diagnosis of the conditions that sre responsible 
for their origins In partievlar, it ie recommended thet individual 
eases recuiring special corrective work be the problem of the visiting 
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teacher who will secure proper medical and psychological sooperation 
in the inégividual corrective precrame 


the curriegulim ineluded a eourse in Personality Development: in which 
many of the braille students were exrclled. This course seems to be 
one edeirably suited to ensou 


eedure is one of case conference technique. General sesial situations 
in which peopie find themselves from dey to day are evimitted te the 
elaee. Such situations would include sonduct in the movies, in church, 
in the subways, et footbell comes, et partiese-teble mamners=<how to 
order food when eating out--social introductions-personal appearance, 
ete. The teacher cuidces the discuseion and allows for free pupil 
articulation on the subject. Conclusions as te good manners and 
conduct are reached by the clase as a whole and compiled inte booklet 
forte Thies type of classroom procedure give the blind pupil an 
opportunity to learn hew te conduct himself under certain situations 
whieh the sighted quite often learn by Imitation. This is a worthnhile 
course for blind pupils to take ad they should be encoursged to enroll 
4m such slasees whenever posible. in fact, so impertant is this phage 
of the developnent of blind pupile that they should be required to take 
gach @ course or related courses if it lies within the oxieting ourria: lum 
of their high schools. | 

Furthermore, it should tbe a part of the adwinistration of the brai lle 
classes to provide techniques and leadership in the direstion of secial 


training and personality development for all braille pupils enrolled 
in the classes, from the kindergarten through high schoole 
Handwork and Namal Trai “gs There is mich handwork in the 


@lementary schools. The supplies seen to be adequate and the sctivities 
varied. The teachers, especially thece whe have been in the service 
the longest, have good background in methods of teaching handwork and 
a thorough sppreeiation of its plase in the education of a young 
‘pliné childe It ie resomended that the hancwork continue to be 
extensive to develop manual skill, since acutenese of cea precision, 
and mamel dexterity are partiovlerly importast for the blinds 

Shop work is an elective in the eeventh and eighth erades end is 
open to the blind as well ae to seeing pupils. These blind purile« 
who desire it are enrolled in the reguler shep clasees. This scans a 
wise procedure provided these pupils are given constant supervision so 

. that they get all they should out of the cours6. The pre«vocational 

walue of shop work as it is given in a traditions] academic school 
seems to be in question at the present moment, for the sesing ar well 
as the blind. Almoct all students who are going out into the fields 
of the trades receive specific trade training either in so designated 
trade schools or in the vestibule training courses of private incustrye 

However, whatever may be the philesophy regarding the pre« 
vooationsal value of shop work for the seeing in the traditional academic 
school, it 4s not likely that a blind student will ever reesive too 
miche Instead of looking upon mammal training as pre-vocational training 
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| for the blind, ite wich na mouse look upon it as simply an extension 
of the handwork idea to obtain additional skills, better manual dexterity, 

| faniMarity with tools, etoe A chop clase gives @ sighted etudent so 
much more than it does the average blind child thet those blind student s 
who desire it shoald be given as mush shop work as possible. 


The voontional adjuetaest of a blind youth, like the vosaticonal 
adjustment of the sesing, must be dene om an individual basis. fis 
selection of an occupation should be determined by hie vocational assets-< 


aptitudes, interests, opportunities=-not by hie handicap. Although 

hie choice of ocoupations ie more limited than that of the seeing youth, 

it ie still sufficiently wide to permit each individual to work at a job 
“for which his abilities fit him. The fondane 


tal questions to be son= . 
sidered are “What would this person be doing if he could see?” and “How 
near ean he come to doing the same kind of work although he is blinds" 
Particular eare should we siebehsed-tecgrewtuk hotties ditek vents duke 
Gnt-42 the traditions) coctpations: fer the blind without indivianal 
Vooationsl ¢ 


ining ie conditioned by the vocational ehoice-it is 
futile to talk of “training” unlese we know what eceupation we are training 
the individual fore if the blind youth is to compete with the seeing in 
the economic world, he should, if possible, receive his training in 
eompetition with the seeing and through the seme training facilities. 

It is te be noted, however, that many oceupetions open to the blind 
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require little or no specific training that ean be acquired in scheole 
Zhe cperation of a news-stang for instanse, requirse a good grounding 
fn arithmetic and an affeble personality; seni-skilled mechanical 

work in a factory demands 


gereral mammal dexterity and euotional 
stability; diotaphone operating needs general intelligence and an 
accurate and fluent knowledge of English quite as much as skill and 
apeed in typing. 

Aeoordingly, therefore, there is a growing feeling among educators 
that the sehool's prismery task is to produce young people educated to 
for a specific occupations Special skills oan then be acquired in 

in sehool years, therefore, emphasis should be placed on such 
exploratory courses as willgive the studext an opportunity ‘te test 
hie warious aptitudes and interests, and on such oieahton’ treining | 

: Sa-will make him a more acceptable menber of the family Ereup (Gegs hone 
as | eoonomics for girls, manuel oom and the use of simple tools for 
boyse) 
 Nesational choice and vocational training are of little value un- 
ects tah hc sans 90 2 ends A placenent program, 

_ important for the seeing, is essential for the blind iste few blind 


3 persons are able to locate a suitable job and sell their services to 

{he euployer without some degres of asi stances | 
Placenent, however, is not usually regarded i Ais ten 

public school, and it is not essential that it should be afforded in 


the case of blind students if the comunity provides other facilities. 
“What is essential is a close co-eperation between the school and the 
placement asenoy to bridge the gap between study and exploy: 

out waste of tine or loss of morales 


Ke epecid vooationsal guidance service is provided for children 
in the brailie classess ‘“eventeen vocational counselors are employed 
by the Board of “ducation for the school system as a whole, and their 
gervices are available to blind children on the same besie as to othere, 
it is obvious, however, that their case loeds are too creat to permit 
of much intensive guidance, particularly in a field so specialised as 
vocational guidence of the blind. | 
In the high school classes where vocational guidance would be 

ef greatest value, the problem is met in various ways by the respective 
tesehers. In one* the teacher has formed a Braille Club which 
discusses various vocational opportunities for the blind and eollects 
information regarding thems in the other two the teacher showed interest 

in students* voeational problems and apparently advised them informally. 
| To make effective in the New York City braille classes. the prin- 
ciples outlined above, the following recommenda 


fions are mades 


le That at least one of the visiting teachers (preferably 
the one assigned te the high schools) have special 
training in the principles ef vocational guidances 


2+ That thie visiting teacher work in olese co-operation with 
the placement agente of the agenoies for the aduit biind, 
@ombining her knowledge of the etudent and their know 
ledge of veeational opportunities. 


“Sushwiek High School 
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3e That provision be made for reviewing the vooational 
eituation of each high echool student at least ones 
a year, particularly thoee about te graduate or to 
leave school without cradusting, such periodic roe 
view to sim at helping each student to develep a 
well considered plan for hie vocational adjusiment. 


4 Thet eo far as possible the facilities for woationsal 
training of the seeing be utilised for wocational 
trainine of the blind, including the public school 
courses in automobile meshanics, »ookkesping, 
electrical work, farming, gardening, ceneral office . 
work (with modification) merohendi sing, needle ? 
trades, nursery education, stenography (with adapt- 
ation) and wood workings 


Se That special emphasis be placed upon such courses as will 
enable a etudent to discover hie special one sercoigg 
te acquire a wide beekground of general kmowledge, and 
to develop & personality acceptable to the industrial 
worlds 


Ge That the achool and the placement agency maintein a 
joint responsibility for the etudent throughout hie 
period of vovational edjustment, the echool assuming 
the major responsibility in the earlier pericd and 
gradualilycecreasing this until, when the student is 
ready for hie first regular job, the placement agency 
takes full reeponsibility and the school withdraws _ 
frou the pictures 


iransportation: 65 of the 96 pupile enrolled in the public scheol 
classes for the blind have their transportation paid by the Board of 
Sieuakions Yee be acct part, £t sppeare that each of these students 
hag a guides This guide service is carefully planned and executed an 
seens to be available to all those pupils whe need and desires ite In 
a fow instances, the older pupils come aiones Several groups of students . 
are brought by bus from various inetitutions. “hen a guide ie em» 
ployed, he is paid all necessary ‘enbipentittucs MONSY» plus an additional 
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fee of awrying amount, depending upon the distances involved. There _ 
are no regomendations with respect to transportation of pupile 
maenet te eneciirage the oléer pupils to cons and gi claxts 

Lest there be eny misunderstanding, it is expedient to state here 
that from all appearances, guide services did not extend within the 
sehool buildin:s. All who observed the olesses remarked upon the 
" ‘pedes and eca@idenes With whieh the Blind atudente sdvanied through 
the buildings, to and from classes, mingling with their sighted friends. 


< This, in iteelf, is mo apall accomplishment» end the teaching staff 


nd the pupile are to be conpratulated upon their results in thet 
| directions If a blind pupil desonstrates poise and confidence in his 
Se ee ee 


ao he regular classes by both teachers and students. 


| Reader Services: ‘he reader service in the Sew York fublic School 
Glasses for the Blind is surely voluntary with no pay except in case 
of sone EYA work. Each braille te:cher uses his or her ow methods 
in reeruitinge euchaids. Eeader service is a function which is supplied 
in lieu of certain text book material thet ia not available in braille 
or on Talking Book records. It is known that certain standards are 
maintained in the preparation of braille and talking book materials 

It follews that a substitute service should be regulated and maintaiwd 
according to comparable standards set up and supervised by the central 
office. To effect thie it is recommended that the reader service in 
the high schools be revised to provide for: 


le Selection of readers froa outstanding scholarship 
students in the 7th and Gth terme of the regular 
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chislnsts Dolly, auth: seledbed etodents nok ceesesrily 
to be enrolled in the same recitation chee with the 
blind stucent to whom he is reading. frequently, 
the service performed by readers from the same class 
becomes tutorial instead of just readinge if a blind 
student hae difficulty in mastery of subject matter, 
that should become the problem of the braille teacher 
who will bring to bear upon euch cases the proper 
methods designed to teach the student. 


2. Testing of readers for speed, comprehension, diction, 
and quality of voices in thie sonnection it is a part 
of wise inter-elass policy to call upon the epsech 
department to aid in thie testing program beoause that 
is truly the function of auch a departweent. 

Se  Prebationary period of at least a week in the braille 
roo: to give opportunity for teacher and pupil re- 
actions to the reading capabilities of the applicant. 
1% is understood that after exnployment, readers are 
subjeet to dismicsal by the braille teacher if such 
procedure seems necessary for the welfare of the groupe 


4. FPeyment of readers on a minimm basis of 25¢ a clock hours** 
Ss Extension of this paid, selected reader service inte the 
blind etudenta’ homes wherever necessary, gush extension 
of service to come within the reasonable amount of readers' 
time allotted per pupil on the basis of his program and 
the availability of braille materiale 
It was thought at firet that the Comittee might do same follow-up 
work on the graduates of the public school elassea for the blind to see 
if it seuld arrive at some statement soncerning the product turned, out 
by these Glasses, It wae impossible te seeure sufficient date cone 
eerning all the students whe bad graduated from the braille classes since 
they started in 1909. In fact, the list was complete only for those 


* See reader application blank in Appendixes 
“*see readera' report blanke in Appendixe 
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who had left school within the last five yearey It is apparent that 
these who left elenentary achool five years aco are not yet of an age 
to have established theacelves voostionally, I% is eleo spparent 
that those whe graduated from high echool five years age would have 
had time to establish thenselves voestionally if they had not gone on 
to sollege, wiich a large percentage of then did« The Comnittes had 
no meane of knowing, without considerable investigation, jut how 
mush vielon these chiléren had. There is evidense that sone belonged 
in the sight coneerveation classes and these are not, properly speaking, 


blinds, Alec, the mere fact thet these ohildren happened to leave echool 


| while they were enrolled in a braille class does not indicate the Oxe 


tent to which they are products of the breille clasecs, The sail of 


transfers from the braille day school to various resi‘ential schools 
further eomplicetes the pieture. : 

in view of hes cirausetances, it seemed inadvisable ta attempt 
@ study of this kind. | 
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REPORT ON VISIT BO New YORE CIty sc oors 
MADE BY 


 DRe GABRIEL FARERIL, DIRECTOR, PERKINS INSTITUTION 


tm Friday, Bay 19th, Miss Janet h. Cairns, Secretary of the De= — 
partment of Personnel, and I visited with Miss lvelyn Ce Mckay, of 
the American Foumiation fer the (lind, three braille elasses in Srock= 
lyn schooles We had heped to visit more, bub ve spent so much time 
at the .schools Visited thet we ware wiable to cover more grounde “e 
did go to Public School $59, East 57th Streeet, tut arrived after the 
class was dismissed. The schocls visited ae as follows: le Sushe 
wick High School, Mre Samuel Ellis, Teachere 2+ Public’ School £157, 
Miss M. I. Meagher, Teachers 3. Public Sehool #92, Uree Edna Re Burns, 
Teachers Missa HeKay, who has visited «11 of the braille classes, felt 
that these three schools represented a good senple of all elasses, al~ 
though we did want, an? still wish, to visit the class, at the 
Wadleigh High School. | ioe : 

We carried awey from our visits vary favorable impressions of the 
work being done in the braille clessesse *e were impressed with the 
normal ettituce of the apt end with the degree of cooperation found 
in the schoolse The three teachers whom 7 met were intensely interested 
in their apecial work, seemed to have q good grasp of the situation, 
‘and geve great persoral interest to their ehildren. Wiss Meagsher's 
: scrapbook of ell her children and her personal knowledge of their life 
histories was most impressive. 
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The classroom space provided seemed to meet the reeds, although 
more space would be helpfule Many children would find it difficult 
to concentrate with the many activities going on in the one room and 
the constant hum of readers' voices, bub we must admit shat the 
pupils in these rooms seemed to carry on their work without much con~ 
cern over this situations In fact, it might be considered additional 
training in concentrations The waillle equipment appeared adequate 
im every “ay, although we felt thet the work might be helped with 
more objedtbive teschine materiale In the rooms where amell children 
were being teught 1% would seem as if play equipuent wicht help and 
certeinly more generous provision of such materials as plasticine 
cught to be made. ; | 

tie feel that one of the essential facters in the rood conduct of 
claeses of thie type is the emount of association thet *he blind pupile 
have with other pupils. This seens a good deal of adj-etment so that 
the pupils work cen be integrated inte the various classes Céieunies 
tion is essential for & prorran of this type end, in so fer as we 
eculd see, it wae generaliy evailoble, althouch we are under the in- 
pression that the special teachers had to use a good deal of tact and, 
perhaps, persistence in accomplishing this end. The principals thet 
we met seamed appreciative of this situation and apparently give sup- 
port te the special provision that is necesssary fer the brailie clersese 

te were perhaps more ivpressed with the extent oF eseicstance rendered 


the blind pupils by seeirs boys ard cirls. The foet “hat wolumbeers can 
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be secured for the reeding end in most eases for the enide sere 

vice back and Perth tran the honels is a very favorable factor. 

Brom ovr points of view it is faverablie to have this pebucin’ eon= 
tact betwoen the seeing and the blind, both frea the help that it 
gives the blind end the appreciation of the blind thet seeing pupiis 
haves Ye feel that one of oer iajarbes’ sehken is to tench the aseing 

world whet the blind can do and this for of cooperation is certainly 
an effective methed of reaching this roal and of building up an 
understanding relationship babies the blind and the seeing. 

fhe pupile that we observed seemed to. be normal, both in their 
intellectual attitude ani their social manrers They may, of GOUrsG , 
be a highly selected crow, with thoae in the comeamity not so wlle 

- posed attending a residential schools It in our opinion thet a blind 
pupil, to carry on the procrem of « braille clase, must be well~poised 
and in quick intellectual ability in order to keep we with the seee 
ing pupllee Such selection emi distribution, of course, is possible 

ina great city like How York, but it is not as praetical elsewhere. 
For example; We would find it difficult to provide schooline fer all 
the pupils now at Perkins Institution in publie school classes, chiefly 
because most of them come from communities which could not afford these 

facilities and meny of then need the shelter and special guidance which a 

| residential school provides, It is our custom, however, from tise te tine 
to recommend thet outstanding pupils .co to public hizh school for 
their final training, feeling that thie is goed preperetion fer the 
seeing world, whlah they must ultinately faces 
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) in cur stucy of these schools we were struck with the fact 

‘that the pupils aid not receive the extensive musics instruction 
end the intensive manual training which boys and cirls in residene 
tinl schools Nii We reedgnized the fact, however", thet the blind 
boys and girls received the sane extent of training in these fielde 
that their seeing brothers secure, and thet may be an eff tive an= 
ewer to this apparent’ losse It has been our feeling showever, that 
handicapped youth shovld have a good many special skills thet could 
be turned tio coed sccount later in life in «arninc « livelihoods. for 
thet reaeon our unugual fecilities in these two departments seen 

We were interested. tn whet fecilities are availa»le Suir the physi- 
cal eare of the children and found that provision seems to be available 
for medical Gare ee elinies enc the school health programe The 
‘Hew York City schools are so welleadvanced along these lines end so 
memy clinics aré aveilable that this phase of the work can be adecuately 
enveret, elthouch we doubt whether thet would be possible in many 
other cities, and certainly would be doubtful in emall comnamities. 

We are also concerned over the hone contacts of the schools and 
es cuushker sectiar o& web tui Sa watttcienl eattack Mik the hows 
and follow-up work with the pupils. Ye find that so many of the prob- 
less of our pupils are tied in with the home situation that i+ is 
essential thet close contect be mainteineds It my be thet provision 
| ie made for this care, but we feel justified in raising the questions 
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He were very elad of the opportunity te visit these classes 
fie ow own education because we are constantly faced with the two 
philosophies, education in « residential «chool vee education in 
public schocl classes. Seed Rhouck we mast grant thet the conduct in 
these elesses and the attitude of the pupils in them were exceddingly 
favorable, we sre still of the opinion that only the superior blind 
arecapable of taking advent-gce of these facilities, There must #11) 


yvemain in a commmity or a state many who could not do so because of 
their own mental imebility and lack of physics] alertness. Such children 
need the shelter of & residential schoole Ye slso heve a fealing thet 
fer perhaps the majority of the blind the specie] tuition and continuous 
guidance and clewuate socialization demands « residential school. 

where are some who feel that the publiie eohosl braille classes will 
grow end will take care of the auperior pupils end thet the residential 
schools will more end more adept their sreprams &oO the lesa promising « 
We are not ready to commit curselves to such a procrem, iut we do feel 
‘thet superior pupils with food howenviromment, and especially those 
who plan to pursue higher education, ean well profit by attending public 
school classes. Whether this should begin in the early grodes or whether 
it should begin in the high school, is « point on which we are not yet 
determined. We do know that some pupile thet we heve sent from here to 
public scheols have prorited by this change, an! it mey be that as the 
public school classes develor and extend their programs, more and more 
pupils will find them helpful. There probably will be, however, a lerge 
maiver of boys and cirle who will need the care of residential schools. 


What the balance between these two types of education and the 
distribution will be, we are uneble to says Gur present attitude 
is to encoumpe the constant Snaieoreeint af both typoe of educae 
tion and to have close cooperation between the wo so thet exch 
blind boy - girl, sceording to his ability and epticudes, may 
have the type of education best suited to his needs. 
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STATEMENT OF (he Pe Ce POTTER, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 


AVUEICAN POURDATICN POR THE BLIND 


Based upon familiarity with the situation in many of our 

residential schools for the bling and the braille classes in 
Detroit ari Clevelend, I should like to make « few observations in 
regard to the braille classes which I visited in Brooklyn and Guecns. 

Phere is considerable diversity between classes in different 
wéhpels: tnd: ne: ennté Gepenin vison, the abilAty and Sebeves’ ofthe hone 
room teacher and the school principale In one school the class hes a 
lerge, pleasant room, fitt<d up with modern equipment and appliances, 
while in another $t is quartered in a small, dark room with old fash= 
fened furniture and inadequate equipments In one seheel the blind 
pupils recite with thedr seeing classmates im almost «11 of their sub 
fects, while in another the teacher is so motherly thet she tries to 
keep them under her own wing most of the times Apparently there is 
nothing to prevent ideal conditions im these classes if the te-chers and 
principals mow whet thece ere and ore determined to have theme fo remedy 
any bed features in the present situmtion it is recomended thet e« 
epecialist in the education of the blind devote a part of her time te- the 

4s compared with the olesses in Detroit and Cleveland, those in 
New tork contain pupile from more grades and there is less adequate pro= 
vision for instruction in instrumental music and industrial artes This is 
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eleo true as compared with the residential schools but is more 

than compensated for by provisions fer the socielization of the 
‘pupils. The seeing students take pride in euidng the new blind 

pupils about the building and in accompanying them to end from 

their etreet cars or buses, they enjoy their classroom end assembly 
prorrams and soon start te invite their new friends to their parties 
and their home. The blind children, meamuhile, are enining the kinds 
of knowledge and sequiring the kinds of experience which they will . 
need all of their lives, setting to end from school and getting sbout 
the school buildine with a minizam of assistance, getting acquainted 
with large mumbers of seeing persons day after day and taking pert 

in the same kinds of activities in which they engages When they leave 
school, instead of coinc from a sheltered life, reculebed by others 
and in which they have had little accusintanee emi no competition 
with seeing persons, out into a world «hich seems harsh and cruel even 
to those wio have no handicap, they will merely co om leeding the same 
kind of life which they have been leading, except that they will go to 
eoliere or work instead of to public school. If they stay at home for 
a tire and depend upon some home industry, they will enjoy the friend= 
ship and perhaps profit from the assistence of many of their echool 
chumt. Beowuse theese children derive such great benefits from their 
attendance at public school, i eould not conscientiously advise an 
intelligent ae i child to attend a residential school if he had a good 
opportunity to go to a public school class for blind childrens 
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COeEDUICaTION OF THE BLIND AN SEEING 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF Mew YORE cITY 


“Report of Special Committee to Eoard of Superintendents” 


Your Comittee on Course of Study has riven careful consideration | 
te the propesition submitted to the Hoard of Superintendents by the 
Committee on Elementary Schools rejative to the eduestion of blind 
shiléren in the public sehoole of the elty, and begs to resort as 
follows: 

if the stete and the clty sre wider obligation to provide an educa- 
tion for all children capable of receiving intellectual improvement, 
a8 4s generally sgreed, they ere certainly wider ebliestion te afford 
blind children the education they nesd. | 

‘Blind children are at present sens to boarding institutions te obbain 
the benefits of preper.. training and instructions This means (1) de~ 
privation of home influence and (2) constant association with children 
similerly afflicted. It is a welleknuen fact thet porents of effliched 
children afe very strongly avtached to thea am! cislike to surrender 
them for long periods to institutions. Te institutionalize any child is 
te injure ite Home ties are broken and the lack of association with the 
noneafflicted is a decided detriment to a child. The etiechment of sane 

parents to their afflicted children is eo great at they will deprive 


leranseript from the Minutes of the beard of Superintendents of May 14,1908. 
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them of schooling for the seke of hevine their lowed ones eith 
thems end even those whe regornige their responsibility fer the. 
eduextion ef their diiidren surrender them very reluctartlye 


ervisor of the classes for the blind in Chicaro, 


Ere Curtis, sup 
who is himsclf blind, writen: 
"The special institutions for the blind heve done a erand 


and such schools doubltess always Will be necessarye If they may be 
said to have a weaknese, it lies in the fact thet for nine months 
of the yeer, and for ten or twelve years, their pupils oe teken from 
their homes and eduested as members of a distinct class. The ohild 
in an abnormal envirorment grows up apart from the ordinary conditions 
of commmity Mfe, and finds it airricult to adjust himself to these 
gondi tions on leaving the achool.” 
“the eoeducation of the blind and the seeing in public schools is 

no longer an experinent, aa various cities in the United Staves, notably 
| Chienco and Mi lwaukes, are ceing 1% successfully. The only serious 
“objection te thie eceducation, it is claimed, ia the difficulty of 
seeuring for the blind child in the public scheol proper physical 
exercises Blincness tends to hincer the normal physical development 

‘of Pi child been se of this child's restricted movements, hence the great 
ES necessity for appropriate ex -reises thet will meke the body strong — 
and thus help $e: strengthen the mind and the other faculties. Your 
conmittes believes, however , thet this difficulty can also be OVFFOONE 
that 4t is not insurmountebles In the coedueation of the seeing and 
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the blind the mental development of the blind can be effected 

more quickly and carried on more extensively then by separste 
educations The Blind enilé has an epportmity to measure its more 
fortunate brother, its fukure business and social conpetiter, end 

to bring itself to a better realization of its own powere. The seeing 
child also will be benefitted by ite recognition of the wonderful 
capabilities of the blinds The association with the blind will lead 
it to see that blindness is a mere physical defect, and it will else 
develop in a normal child a helpful sympathy instesd of « morbid sen- 
timentality toward the blind. 

The aystem of coeducation of the blind and the seeing children 
in the publie achoola is more economical to the state than the 
present aystems 

She cost per ¢hild in the schools of Chieagze is «>out tee hundred 
dollars a year, including carfares, As to the organization, equipment, 
and conduct ef classes for the bjind, your committee reports as follows: 

le (ne sterotype maker ss ss see ee ee ss $175.00 

ee (me presse we eee eee ee ees ease ee 3 L06e00 

Se One map machine see see ee eee een ae 10060 

4. One or two breille writers for «ach center .« 14,00 each 
Ss Ons braille slate fer each pupil Geree) -« « 2200 ench 
hs Oiibhnk meec 6 < «ck ba se we Oe o 

Ve One t»pewriting machine for each center « « « 

As text-books are frequently changed in the public schools, the 
Board of Sdueation must be prepared to incur the expense of stereo@ 
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typing books constantly. The blind children being in the room with 
the seeing children, read from the same books as the latter. As the 
printing houses for the blind do not have in stock all the reading books 
published, {¢ would be neoessary for theBoaré of Bdueation to print ite 
own beoke, for which purpose items 1,8, and $ of the foregoing equipment 
will be needed. Chicage has now om hand plates for all the books used 
in the elementary grades. 
i CONDUCT OF CLASSES 

The blind ohildren should be gathered in a room in charge of a 
teacher selected for this works This teashershould have hed a normal 
training and probably some experience in tenehing the seeings This traine 
ing will enable her readily to adjust herself to the speaial needs of these 
blind childrens The blind should be under the immediate direction of this 
teacher as long as they remain in schools “hen the children first come to 
achool the teacher should develop in them habits of attention and cone 
centrations she enould aleo give them a feeling of selferelianee and inde} 
pondences She should then teach them to read end write the braille systems 
Ae soon ae a child hae learned this system, it is prepared to enter agtively 
imto the regular work of the clas@e It should read with the other « .. 
ohildren, taking ite turn in reading aloude In the arithnetic lesson it 
deoa many of the examplee mentall, but should a complicated example be 
given out, 4t takes 4% down and solves it on paper, with the oid of the 
braille alate. The enild follows the geogranhy leeson with the oid of 
raleed mapa, and experiences no difficulty in either history or grammar. it 
writes ite epelling lessens, compositions, teste and examinations in the room 
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_ with the seeing children, bub takes them to ite own teacher for 
correction and rarkse The standerds are the same for the blind as 
fer the seeings In a short time after they enter a sehool the blind 


children find their way from their own room to their respective class= 


rooms without aide Should they need aid, the secing are alumys ready 
to render it. During the etucy periods the seeing frequently read 
for the blinds 

ORCANIZATICN — 

& wumber of schools should be selected as centers, especially 
such as have marie} craining eqripmente Experience has shown thet not 
more than ten blind children should be accommodated in the sare school 
at one timee It ie true “het the wae’ teacher Pe: not heave entire . 

charge of them, amd it mizht seem thet a esreater number micht be assi med 
to ome teacher; wut these children must have individual help, as they 
are of different eses and are in different rrades,. “ix or eight would 
be even better to work with then eRe 

Some one tharoushiy familiar with the werk of she blind should be 
¢hosen as inspector of the classes for the blinde The work of supere 
vision is Sepertent ae the sate must be closely watched. The inspector 
should be able to teach hich dened subjects, forhe must be in a position 
te assist the high school tecsehers in working with the blind studentse 
The inspector should also train the teachers in charge of the classes 
for the blind, and should do much individual work with the blind in 
the high school, Theinspector should have. charge of the printing, the 
proofresding of pletes, the Planning of maps, and other special worke 


He should also train the teachers for their special works 
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Your committee ia of the opinion that the proposition to eg 
tablish clesses in certain schools of the eity for the education of 
blind children should receive favorable consideration a the Hoard 
of Superintendeuts and the Seard of Educations A provision for the 
establishment of a mmber of classes should be nade in next year's 
wudrete As a tentative proposition, your inlaid recommends that 
four classes be extablished in the seheols fer the city next terme 

The following is therefore offered for adoption: — 

RESGLVYED, That the Committee on Plenentary Schools be requested 
dation of the Board of Superintendents that 


to approve of the recoum 
provision be made for the organization end maintenance of four 
classes for the inatruction of blind children in the elemontary day 
schoolte — 
. Respectfully, 

GUSTAVE STRAUSEEMOLLER 

JOBR HH. HALSH 

ANDREW W. EDSOB 


Conmittes on Courses of Study 


The resolution attached to the forezoine report was adopted. 
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LESTER FROM ALAN BLACKSURI, DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL MBLZARE 
MEW YOR ASUOCIATION FOR tHE BLIED 


AG our meeting the other evenins of the Committee of Classes 
for the “lind im the Public Schools, it was sugreste? that I cenéi 
you a few notes on what we have to offer the child attending the 


Here is a brief liat of our gmin services: 


le Our Bursery School, of course, should coeperete closely «ith 
the publie schecles It ig possible that the schools micht make ree 
ferrais to ue and thet we might be eble to cive useful assistance to 
the achools where the children go shere directly fram our Vursery 
“oheole 


2e From tive te time we rive emergency firencial assistance 
to the femily of « blind childs This help might be in the form, for 
exmsple, of clothing purchagee 


Se The Lighthows has a Saturdey afternoon club for boys 
rencing in age from ebout «iit te fourteene This croup swime in 
the Lighthouse pool, coes for hikes, bolda «hort business meetings 
ami recently, through the cooperation of the Poy Seoute, bas been 
teking up @ wamber of the Seo coursege for girls there is e« 
Saturday afternoon recreation prorrem which ivebudes weleming, 
dancing, drametics, and handwork. 


Se ‘Wallable to the child in the public schools is our Ticket 
Bureae services ‘rom time to hemes we are able to invite these children 
te various types of entertaimmente There ia en arenml Chricteme party 
at the Lichthouse for blind dh3 ldvene Feoh yeer the graduates of the 
— sehools ami private schools are invited to a party at the 

Lighthouse to mect ste«ff menbers and beeme acquainted with the ser- 
vices of the Associations 


Se Our Eusie Sohool is evailable to every child in the public 


sehools and many attends 


ée In the eummertine we give four weeks free vacation to blind 
diildren at Camp Lighthouse on Sernegat Raye 


Ve Yor the child im hirh school cur Piacement Department gives 


- preeties] vocational advice am! in the last year of hich school he 


cen becin to sexrch for 2 jobe Some students have left hich se)ool] 
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Tables, WOPKs e000 06H Oe eco Rese soeHOReReH eH se ene soOE00R8 


Talking Sook LachinOesececesecarerereranagveansanveneyee 


Talking Book LecordGaeseveseceseeenec0se0s004009000000 


Thermometer, BPOILLOe sg eececgoreesonsereesaseseseseoors 
Typewriters, standard typocccscsecsestecerooeosceseonwe su 


Typewriters, Large typedesescceseseseseceseeecerenenese 


List other items of special equipment which have net been included. 
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STATEMENT OF MIGS GRACE S. HARPER, DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF 
SS Se tn i Pe secant sca 
SERVICES POR THE BLIND, WEY YORK STATE DEPARTHYRT OF SOCIAL WELFARE 


CONCERNING CLASSIFICATION OF PUPILS If THE BRAILLE (CLASSES 


| Inasuuch as visually handicapped children must be prepsred for 

adjustment to Mfe in commmities of sighted people, the aim should 
be to cive them as normal opportunities and contscts as possible, 
from an early age throuvh the educational period. The deily mingline 
with normal children eat school has great advantaresa and tends to 
twinimize their own handicaps From a psycholecical standpoint this. 
affects their outlook and feeling of independences This has been 
extablished tine and time again in cases ef children (within a 
olasai fiestion of psd cckiiais’s who have never been segregated in classes 
or achools for the blinds If ea child is well orientated and uses 
remeining vielon well, (ever as low as 10/200) it may be advisable 
te give instruction in braille and typewriting as tools for nae in 
the elass room (sicht conservation classroom) and in ell other res- 
peets to teach the child in the same mamer as the other pupils who 
have more sichte 

Aa en example of the norml results achieved throuch indepen- 

dence and minimizing the hendicap, teachera in sirht conservation 
classes heave asked thet such pupils (20/200 = 10/200) should not be 
interviewed by a blind employment worker ~ as they do not sonsider 
themselves blind. 
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There are other advantages to be considered from the stand= 
point of preservation of remaining visione Sight conservation teachers 
are much better equipped to deal with the protection of remaining © 
sight than are teachers in schools and classes for the blinds As far as 
is known, schools and classes for the blind have never considered this 
need, On the other hand this is the goal of the stent conservation 
teachers who receive a certain smount of instruction as to eye con= 
ditions and the limitations imposed by certain eye diagnoses as to 
use of remaining vision. 

The advisability of assigning children to a sight conservation 
class depends upon several factors + the diagnosis, amount of vision 
and the child's own adjustmente Further, the — school system 
and the efficiency of the t-acher plays a large part; therefore the 
20/200 case, under the supervision of a good sight conservation teacher, 
has, in its favor, not only the fact that it is living in its own 
community, in its own home, and mingling daily with normal children 
but it also has the protection of a good teacher's knowledge in pre- 
serving remaining visione 

A limited number of sight conservation teachers are able to 
teach braille. Sétmetires arrengements are made through a State Com= 
mission for the blind for children to be taught braille. Where children 
are taught braille the teacher works with the child in reading and 
recitation. 

In New York State, children with 20/200 and in some cases 10/200 


have entered sight conservation classes. There have been one or two 
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eases which eventually »ecame totally blind but 66411 remained 

Sn the sicht conservation clans. Outeide help, intelligent parents, 
elder brothers and sivtare- ere of great agsistance to children with 
their work at homes ohis adjustment with the femily can either be 
made by the teacher or shrourh the secial orpenisation which is ine 
terested in the child. 

Agencies for the blind have, over a perioé of years had oc= 
easion to observe the attitudes and mental outlook of blind shudents 
having useful vision, (within the classification of bl indness), after 
leaving schoole The fact that they have been educated as blind free 
quently resulta in «a disposition to expect organizations for the 
blind to look after thems On the other hand, association and normal 
everyday contacts with children in sight conservation classes, tends 
to help such students to wininize their own handicaps Gn leving 
sehoo] they do not have os mais es grent an adjustment to sichted 
sasociates and to their environments In Schools and classes for the 
blind they are s 


Jed daily, by totally blind chilérene Psy~ 
chology playa an important part here, looking toward the futures 
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“BTAPOWeNT OF MP. GORGE F. MEYER, CPIEF Exrctrive orricer, 
rn a 


SSION FOR THE BLIND, CONCERNIEG THE PROPLENS 


ORRECTED WITH THE PROPER CLASSIFICATION OF SIGHT CONSERVATION 


THE BLIND AND SIGHT CONSERVATION IN THE MIRWEAPOLIS PUBLIC ©cHOOLS ’ 


FEOH 1921 = LEST 


fo properly classify a child with defective vieion a» to whether 
he shell use braille or rely upon the printed page for his inetruetion 
is not a simple problem. It involves the consideration of vany varied 
factors - the vision which the child has, the extent to which he nay 
safely use this vision, how effectively he uses it, how long he may 
expect to retain it, his emotional attidude toward his vieusl impetr= 
ment, his adaptability te curroundines, alerimess in meeting echool 
situations, rertiovlarly those requiring vision, hie native ability, 
his apparent life objective, the financial resources, interest, and 
prospects for sustained assistance on the part of hia femily evellable 
for his life objective + in short, it requires the most painstaking 
analysis of not only on vieunl plotwea but of the reletionship be- 
tween the vidual pattern and the numerous f»oters which combine te 
determine the childta adjostment to school and adult lifee 

Obviously, only through the mastery of braille or throuch the 
equally effective use of peneil and print can the crewine child make 
the independent approach te his acheol work which sound eduestional 


method requires, Likewise, only the mastery of the tools of braille or 
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ab deast an approxi etion of the seme effective use of the ordinary 
printed page and peneil in acult life, will eneble him to reap the 
benefits of his edueation and cive him the essential heols for inter- 
communication thet distinguishhim from the wilettered, whe cun neither 
| read nor writes — 

| The skilled ciagnosie of the eye physician must be joined -ith 
the most painstaking analysis of the supervisor of braille and sighte- 
saving classes if we are to do full justice in the aessicmment of 

the child who is not a clearly defined sirhtesaving case with suf} 
ficient static vision to read the ordinary type even haltincly. The 
superviser knows Soe well the difficulties which these pupile must 
face in their progr-ss Shrough the ¢rodee and the eritical adjustment 
they must make when the comand of braille becomes imperatives Early 
eonferences with parents and eye physicians should aid materially 


in clorifying these cases as promptly as possible. 
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, The following reader's Pile Card used in the Classes for the Blind 
and Sight Conservation in the Minneapolis Public Schools may be of 
assistance in drawing up such forme ae may be necessary in the New 


York Clascets 


READER'S PILE CARD MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Sight Saving and Braille Classes 
School. mn emnoster Date | 
Lane | | Adéreas unm eephone 
Grade ge Sex Home Room ss Seholarship 
Preference of subject matter 

_ Periods vacant. antatianwtTeCurriguler Aotivities 

fA 

Hoti ve, tas SPeODBLI ty. ! 

* Test used | Rate Comprehengion 
Sub eth mma ae Rowan, 
Available | 
178(200 4639 V) 
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Thie book attempts to evaluate what has been 
accomplished im the education of visually handicapped 
children, and to indicate some of the probleme which as 
yet are unsolved. | 


(bo) PORELGN 


Joint Comittee of the College of Teachers of the 
Blind and the National institute for the Blinds fhe edue 
ack one blinds a surveys London, idward Arnold & Coe, 


Report of an investigation made by the Comittee 
inte the edueation of the blind, giving « detailed survey 
to the entire field, and offering practical advice on 
aspects of daywtoeday teaching routings 


(a) OUCATIONAL 


lemie, Helga, editor. 
of the development and seope of pres ! 
blinds, Sew York, Aneriean Peenduatinter the Biibd, 1938. 


2iape 


& eolleotion of papera by 10 experts in wrious fields 
of work with the blind. Among subjeots covered are causes 
and prevention of blindness; the blind preescheol ohiidy 
education of the young blimds psychology of the blinds secial 
adjustment of the adult blinds volunteer work with the 
recreations 


wennee reading and 


i, ‘ i ‘ 1 ut 
{ 7s 7) ie 
- . 4 
+p? ; , q 
oe | 
paras i . j < aay ty 
‘ 1 sf * 
a hay . 
ae 
‘ , 
, Fi of } 
‘ 4 
i \ if 
‘ * 4, é ” 
. vile i voy way £4 4 és a HS a Ay Ey ee 
F hie Wee hk my 4 wep 
Se Bhd OSE, WE ORES E: TER BS Ae 
e nie ae tes 3 ¢ ‘ ‘an ‘ aj Py ‘wee 
SOR, YY aly Meteo | Saar rit oh Llu | AN. 
' Stile Bet F' | nas * Nugent aye row) 5 
RouA Ra a are eh ee jay ' 
ee een ee ae Se 
‘ 5 f 
Lear 
“ ; 
« ° 4) 4 : 
P , P th oy Re 
h } oe ere Sp ei ae Oy Sent ee ne AS ER 
4 : Gal Rake SOM A alt BN 
’ 
i 
yee 


‘ 


y ¢ pA ee 7 Sohal SE ot Daal ri al SARE A MRED , ‘ Rent 
\ ¥ ek A i { \ \ rit 
: : ‘ fol ‘ 
Viper ae ; 
a r f » ahs A alan i ore = 
id te Si Ta Dasshdhs: 9 aah eed ARR E L Os 
t) Nabe tk Mepis Ds ag | 


’ Wd RY ee vob 9 
. ~. . sp As Bead: 

Alea er GIG pi 8” aE RA eae hres ’ 
habit Da > ie Ur sis J 
Mri s i) ’ rea ’ 


aby i 


4 i u F t ighp iy wi tn aa ia a) ; 4 dovolerinbltaley if hae 


ty AF $ 4) Wanii3 


Apiat : he. R jeune, “eh ie pg Sas t A \ 
* aA Ee te 


wits ere Spey AW 


ess 


merry 


whiny hay img teat 


eS 


hal 4 ih i, Nina 


rao s Tk a a er = ik lr Mei» 


 ghbett somkane wh viene 2 yt 
‘iste sours tose 
Kecctemonsy baie ott 


‘ ope, { z 
/ ‘ + , 
i A 2 iW! Matas he a Be . 
tees tb ' : f Wy \ 
ie 
i 
; 
{ 
Y é i ‘ t 
; j 
¥ ' 
4 
ky 
} 
r | Sahin 
a 1 y i r 
' 7 y 
. $ (a id 
¥ ; 
7 A ¢ 7 ; 
: 4 , 7 | J oe 
: ; 
: } f We 
I ' af amy 
; We) i : bs AA 
ff ' j } ayer 4 er ty Bea 
Laelh if 4 } ae Y 
¢ i f ¥ i i 


wet lle ’ 


Whi oe nenee renee, on Child Uealth and Frotegtion 
The he : aiid, Fepert on the committee on rays 
and Mentally Handtoappede lew York, The Century Cee, 1933— 
Pe G-11G5 | 


the report of the iehoebanitees om the Blind and Visually 
Handicapped @tempte to present the number of blind child ren, 
the extent and adequacy of exiebing previeions for then, 
and makes recdamend: oione for «a future pregrem for activity 
and neeneene 


of the semaveee on rotary pest Sew aes The + ll 
Coes sae Po 2410274, 


Subeomaittee on the Blind and the Partially Seeing 
eneertere on ree rear i of blind ehildren in dayesehool 
Olaeses im public schoole throughout the country, and gives 
recomendations for improvement of thie services 


 -‘Wilker, Loulaes Vo ateene aan 8 os. Ly_handioapped 
a etudy of the need for vocations) sont lad 
@ohools for the blinds New York, Peraryomdg Powahablon pe the 
Blind, 1937. 224 pe 


A murvey of vocational cuidance in echoole for the blind 
with the reeommendations for future inprovenentes 


S» PUBLICATIONS OF Covenants BODIES, is ’ FEDERAL, GOVERNMENT 
oT i DEPARTMENTS “OF ELCUATION, “Bcu0e ” BOARD ii fhS, ETC. 


Thie report deseribes the work plan of the Cleveland 
a na elasses for the blind with regard to ordinary 

eehool work, manual + ag and eewings music, social work 
of teacher, and hygiene and physioal trainings 
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(b>) CLEVELAND SOCTETY FoR THE BLIND, CLEVELAND, Ono 


(Invin, Revert Be Dayeschool classes for the blinds 
ind in Cleve. 1918s pe 420884 


The history and development ef the Cleveland plan 
for dayesohool classes for the blinds 


(a) PERKINS INSTITUTION AND MASSACHUSETTS scHOOL FoR TaE 
BLIND, WATERTOWN » MAGSe 


Howe, Senvel Gridley, Addrese delivered at the 
eeremony of laying the corner«stone of the New York itate 
Peet ee 88 vad the Blind et Beteviea, September 6, 18666 


In this speech Dr. Gove suggests making prevision 
for a certain clases of bliné children among our comaon 
schoole with comaon childrens | 


Howe, “anvel Gridley, nme} Reports LE7T0“1 8746 
Dre Home was able to project himself inte the future 


in vieualising advances in the education of the blind in 
the form of day classea for the blind in public schoolas 


A short history of the organisation of dayeachool 
@lasses for the blind in the Chicago public echoolas 


are Dg. RS ls Be oe Oe 


Special problems connected with the day svhool system 
of educating the blind are dieovesed, sueh as the social 
education of the blind abild, awamer sohoole, and vooational 
training and guidances 
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New Yorks ayeen ed Cone thee te Beard of Superintendents. 
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The official adepted repert of the Committee with the 
repolution offered for the establishment of dayeachsol classes 
for the blind in bela York Citys 


A survey of the development of day~school classes 
for visualiy handicapped children in the United States md 
the variations found in different elty plange 


A review of the history of the day school method 
ef training blind children, and an éutline ef the plan of 
operation ef these olasses. 


(>) TRACHERG FORUM FOR INSTRUCTORS OF BLIND CHILDREN 


 Glavk, Katherine. Making normal note ava: 
for sotool childrens, Vile U, ise 2, Sovember 19550 pe Sl~32, 400 

An attenpt to establish an uncerstanding of dayeeahool 
work with blind children among etudente in a teacher training 
QOUuUPrgIo* 

Fortner, othel Ee . Erour 
Vie Ll, Nos 5, Jamary, 195% 

A report on the writer's adaptation of the Kuhlmann- 
Anderaon test, edition 4 for use with the blind. Directions 
for giving teat - ie includede . 

Heyer, Samuel Pe 
srourt in vols for 


De Oe 


Tireetions for giving ‘the New Stanford Achlevement 
teste (third revision) adapted for use with the blind. The 
writer cintes that it ie not possible to make an up-toedate 
survey of most of the subjeots teurht in a school for the 
blind by meang of the “tanford Agnievenent teetes 
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(oe) BDUCATIONAL BUeMONTHLY ~ 
ot rotors. post 


tion of seb atne and porposes of the 
acpanan’ ma for the blind, and of the methode of 
inetruetion weed in such claseeg. 
S. OTHER EV BLICATIONS 
(a) AMERICAN ASSOGIAVION OF INS sTRUOTORS OF THE BLIND. 


Irwin, | 
work of the blincs 


A etatenent of the aime and purpevsea of the day 
echool ayeten for blind children, and the place this 
systes should take within existing organised education 
for the blinds 


The superviger of classes for the blind in the 
Wew York Public Sehoole estates her reasons for advooating 
the day school system for blind children, . 


for the 


A ahert statement on tho advantages of educating 
bliné ehildren im the public eeheele emone seeing childrens 


(b) AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WORKERS FOR THER BLIWD, 


A ghort report on the first years of day achools 
for blind children in Chicagos 


\ 1 KN ARE 9 
rare egeeyely us f ‘y 
A Siow 4p! 
Tapas ps larg At a iat wi ne 
Nee We et ah id ales ; 
WAY, vis, ns 
* fa pe oe a 


bas si soar 


aK 


r {4 Mad adh 

j Ue ne | 

Lith Pak dh ly Ae ibeal 
fe m1 ? wn 4 


deeb sas a OI 


Qld 


i P 4 , Te 
‘ al Gurihts t 4 . ; “i , 
’ y Pr am 


General informeion for the adult worker for the 
blind regarding dayeschoo] classes for children with ime 
paired vision euch as selection and classifiestion of 
pupils, methoie of instruction, necessary equipment and 


material, etes 
ren Gertrude EZ, How ean the Shusekion, of the 
bling , ness Satie ae pe seneene 
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Suggestions fer sooperation between inetitutions 
and day schools 


(eo) WATIONAL BOUCATION ASSOCIATION, 


Comnaieeion of the Revigion of Klementary Fduoati one 
peecotien ef ne eentes SAAT ae blind a des 
md the erippled he publia schooles @ repor Does 
Pe ce PROM 


A survey of the cay school educational ayeten for 
the blind ae found in various centers. 


Greene, “ary GC, Should the seope of the public 
eohool system be broadened so as to take in all children 
oo i pan rtp if ite how should thie be done? 

e ond Addresses, 1908. pe 998-1003. 


An : tngltan achoel official strongly recemende that 
the public echool aystem be broadened #o as to include the 
blinds 


Curtis, John 5. ‘Some features of the education of 
the blind in public schooles. Journel of Preeeedings and 
SGGressess 19126 pe LSlGél2Zle 


Kethods of teaching blind ehildren in the public 
schools in Chicago. 


(a) DIRECTORIES 


Directory of Activities for the am pe the United 
States anc Canada. ow York "Saar lean io ion for the Slind, 1958, 
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